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On 26 October 1982, the afternoon general freight 
service from Bairnsdale to Melbourne yard, 9474, 
departs the Gippsland town behind T378/T392 

and is about to pass under the Forge Creek road 


overbridge. The T class locomotives will be replaced 
by an L class electric locomotive at Traralgon for the 


final stage of the journey into Melbourne. 
Image by Peter Attenborough 
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13 March 1960 - 28 August 2014 


LZ 


Jon Clark 


Jon was a prolific rail photographer and over the past thirty 
years contributed to a number of railway magazines such — 
as Rail Australia and more recently Australian Railways — 
IIlustrated where he held the position of Victorian News — 


Editor for a number of years before work commitments 
prevented him from continuing in that role. Jon was also 
involved with Hobson's Bay Model Railway Club holding | 


a number of positions on the Executive. He also provided 
logistical support to Scott Fitzgerald's Barcoola Layout at a 
number of model railway exhibitions. - 


Jon sadly passed away on 28 August, 2014, another victim 


to cancer. 


Rest In Peace my Friend 
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THE LAST YEARS OF STEAM IN THE NORTH OF NEW SOUTH WALES 


Following in the footsteps of legendary titles Fading Steam and Heavy Metal, comes the latest production from Cadeco. 
Northern Exposures is about NSWGR steam operations in the various regions north of Sydney from the mid-1960s to the 
last gasp of Government operated steam in early 1973. 


Hard-bound, with 156 pages, Northern Exposures bristles with 299 colour photographs from names long associated with 
train photography in NSW. But Northern Exposures is more than a photographic essay - much more! The introduction 
provides a year-by-year ‘detailed summary’ of steam operations from 1965 which sets the background for the images in 
the following pages. Chapter introductions and captions combine to provide further details and entertaining anecdotes that 
give an insight into day-to-day operations - and of lives dedicated to the pursuit of steam in its final years. 


With an RRP of $70.00 for the standard book and $75.00 in a protective mailing jacket, this high quality limited print book 
will be a ‘must have’ title for all steam enthusiasts’ collections. Northern Exposures is available from selected enthusiast 
bookshops, hobby shops and online at eBay and www.northernexposures.com.au. 


For further information, visit www.northernexposures.com.au or contact the Northern Exposures Sales & Marketing Team 
at nex.promotions@gmail.com. 
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ASCIANO FULL YEAR FINANCIAL 
PERFORMANCE 


Rail Express has reported that Asciano, 
parent company of rail operator Pacific 
National, has seen a healthy rise in underlying 
revenue off the back of an almost 22% 
increase in net tonne kilometres for its coal 
haulage business. 

PN Coal recorded 29.2 billion net 
tonne kilometres (NTKs) of haulage in the 
9013/14 financial year, up 21.6% compared 
to 2012/13. 12.8bn NTKs were reported in 
Queensland, up 38.5%, while in South East 
Australia, the coal haulage business recorded 
16.4bn NTKs, up a more modest 11%. 

Total tonnes hauled for PN Coal went 
up 14.8% to 159mt. This was again helped 
by a strong showing in Queensland, where 
tonnages were up 37.3% to 51.5mt. South 
East Australian tonnages for PN Coal were 
up 6.4% to 107.5mt. 

PN Rail didn’t fare as well as PN Coal, 
however, with a 2.3% decline in revenue 
reported. Asciano’s internal figures have it 
with an estimated 30% of the Queensland 
market share in terms of coal haulage, while 
its NSW total domestic and export haulage 
market share is much higher, at 72.4%. 


The impressive rise for PN Coal helped lift 
Asciano’s underlying EBITDA to $1.05bn in 
the 12-month period, up 6% year-on-year. PN 
Rail’s intermodal NTKs were down 5.1% to 
91.5bn. Its bulk NTKs were down 14.9% to 
5.11bn. 


QUBE NEGOTIATING TO 
PURCHASE CRT FROM AURIZON 


It has been announced that subject to 
regulatory approval, QUBE Logistics will 
purchase the CRT business from Aurizon. It 
is anticipated that the sale will go through in 
October. 

CRT Group, originally Col Rees 
Transport, was purchased by QRNational 
(now Aurizon) in 2005, and operated 
terminals at Altona and Bandiana in Victoria, 
and Yennora in Sydney. Nowadays Col 
Rees operates the Ettamogah Rail Hub 
(ERH), just north of Albury. Approximately 
100,000 tonnes of product from this terminal 
is conveyed on rail to Brisbane by Pacific 
National annually. 


WONGAWILLI MINE CLOSURE 


Wollongong Coal has announced it will 
put the Wongawilli coal mine into care and 


i : 
| : 
| | 


maintenance. The mine is located near Dapto, 
south west of Wollongong, and trains were 
operated by Pacific National to Port Kembla 
Coal Terminal for export. 

The mine's future has been uncertain 
for some time, following falling coking coal 
prices, and the burial of a longwall shearer at 
the site after a roof collapse, which hampered 
production and reduced the need for a 
number of operational workers on site. With 
the current depressed coal prices, it is not 
financially viable at present to recover the 
buried longwall. 


NEW BULK GRAIN EXPORT 
TERMINAL TO BE BUILT IN 
GEELONG 


Bunge Australia, a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Bunge Limited, has announced it intends to 
build a bulk grain export terminal at Geelong, 
Victoria. Bunge General Manager Chris 
Aucote said the company aimed to develop a 
modern, low-cost, efficient and effective facility 
that would provide a competitive new export 
pathway for grains in south-eastern Australia. 
“The new terminal is intended to assist 
Bunge to offer better prices to grain growers 
and better service to customers,’ Mr Aucote 


Grain is being moved from various locations to Moree thence to Queensland due to drought conditions. Here 8143/48162/48211/8151 work 8522 grain 
over the Mooki River at Caroona on Tuesday 8 July 2014. 


Image by Andrew Rosenbauer 
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said. “A competitive export supply chain is 
widely acknowledged as vital for Australia’s 
grain industry, as is additional capacity to 
service export markets at key times of the 
year, So our investment meets both aims. 

“Bunge has recently commissioned 
a similar facility at Bunbury in Western 
Australia. Like Bunbury, we decided on 
Geelong due to the capabilities of its port, 
complementary infrastructure and good 
transport access for grain supply.” Bunge 
has applied to the City of Greater Geelong 
for planning permission to construct a grain 
receival facility and three storage silos that 
will connect to the current woodchip loader 
at Corio Quay North. 

To be built on land owned by Midway 
Limited, the terminal will export around 
450,000 tonnes per annum. “We have had 
very good co-operation from Midway and 
Geelong Port, highlighting this project’s great 
advantage of utilising infrastructure that is 
already available, so we see this investment as 
being strongly positive,” Mr Aucote said. 

“It will be a great business for the area 
as we estimate there will be up to 100 jobs 
created during the construction phase, with 
8-10 permanent and 5 casual staff when 
the terminal becomes operational. The local 
benefits go wider, with services for additional 


ships visiting Geelong and additional grain 
transport that can then back-load with 
fertiliser or other products as required.” 

It is intended that construction will 
commence later in 2014. 


ARTC RELEASES GUIDE FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND FILM 


MAKERS 


ARTC has released a guide for rail 
enthusiasts, photographers and film makers, 
to assist with enhancing safety in and around 
railway corridors. 

With 44,200km of railway track in 
Australia and ARTC’s network comprising 
of over 8,500km of this; trains, people and 
vehicles cross paths every day. Unfortunately, 
there are more than 5,000 incidents of 
trespass on the rail network every year in 
Australia, that’s over 13 trespassers each day 
or one every two hours. In addition there are 
around 1,000 near hits at level crossings in 
Australia every year — that is 1,000 people 
who could have ruined their life as well as the 
trauma and impact it has on the lives of the 
train driver, scene attendants, witnesses, and 
their family because of an avoidable incident. 

The guide makes reference to a number 
of things to consider when around the 
tracks, including ensuring that you are ina 
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Rounding the horseshoe curve east of Sodwalls, GM27/44206 work 1877 freight to Kelso on Tuesday 29 July 2014. 


safe location and outside of the rail corridor, 
not intentionally distracting a driver, not 
obstructing a train driver or road user’s 
visibility near a railway level crossing, not 
obstructing any signaling equipment, not 
entering areas closed or not accessible by 
the public, and not to climb on signals, poles 
or any lineside structures. 


PACIFIC NATIONAL TAKES 
DELIVERY OF THE FIRST OF THE 
PB CLASS LOCOMOTIVES 


Pacific National has taken delivery of PB1, the 
first of seven such N-ViroMotive locomotives, 
build by National Rail Equipment Co (NREC) 
in the USA. The locomotives, with a model 
designation of 2GS16B-AU, are powered 

by two Cummins-powered gen sets, rather 
than a conventional diesel engine / alternator 
arrangement. The locomotives are to be used 
around the BlueScope steelworks at Port 
Kembla, and will replace a number of aging 
English Electric locomotives. 

The new units will assist in minimising 
noise impacts on the local community. The 
PB class locomotives share the same gen 
sets, control system and other critical key 
components with the NREC 1200 class 
locomotives that were made available to the 
Australian market in May 2013. 
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Freightliner has operated a number of additional services to South Warren in the west and Wee Waa in the North West. Here C510/EL63 work 5184 freight 
from Wee Waa to Botany seen here at Curlewis on Saturday 13 July 2014. 
Image by Paul Vanderstelt 


In May 2013, Glencore acquired the assets of Xstrata and by mid-2014 former Xstrata locomotives were being rebadged with Glencore logos. BC257 


empty coal service approaches Saxonvale Junction behind XRNO004/XRNO12/XRNO18 with all locos displaying the new signage on Tuesday 5 August 2014. 
Image by Peter Attenborough 
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Enroute to Proserpine Mill from Mackay Harbour, 2199F/2198F work 6D71 bulk sugar empties over the O’Connell River on Saturday 12 July 2014. 
Image by Luke Horniblow 


Two P class and a number of wagons are being leased to Watco/CBH by Aurizon. Here P2517/P2511 work 6K04 from Brookton seen here near Spring Hill 
on Friday 4 July 2014. 


Image by Simon Barber 
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Introduction 

In recent years, the sale of older Australian 
diesel-electric locomotives to overseas railway 
companies has accelerated as new motive 
power has entered service here at home. One of 
the earliest of these overseas railways to obtain 
surplus, former government railway diesel-electric 
locomotives, often via a circuitous route involving 
several Countries and intermediate companies, 
was the Ferrocarril de Antofagasta a Bolivia 
(FCAB) railway in Chile. In Australia the company 
is generally referred to as FCAB; however the 
actual title is the Antofagasta Railway Co. PLC, 
still registered and domiciled in London. FCAB is 
now the registered trademark and logo. 

Almost 15 years ago, the FCAB acquired a 
pool of EMD-powered hood units from Western 
Australia, to be followed over the next 12 years 
by further acquisitions from that state, as well as 
Queensland. In the following pages, we look at the 
photographic exploits of Christoph Grimm as he 
pursues these former Australian locomotives in the 
extreme, but spectacular, environmental conditions 
where the FCAB operates. 


The FCAB Railway 

The FCAB railway operates in what must arguably 
be one of the most inhospitable regions on 

earth. Originating at the Chilean seaside port of 
Antofagasta, the railway wends its way 

through the Andes mountain range to 

the Chile/Bolivia border at Ollague 


lines have since closed. Due to port constraints at 

Antofagasta, a second port was developed nearby 
at Mejellones in 1906 and much traffic now flows 

to that facility. 

Freight over the line today basically consists 
of two general types of traffic flows, namely that 
associated with the mining industry that includes 
acid and copper anodes. Although passenger 
trains once plied the route, they ceased many 
years ago. The company is no longer a common 
Carrier, and only hauls for clients with long term 
take it or pay contracts. In this context, Bolivia’s 
Ferroviaria Andina (which FCAB controls) is 
viewed as a client. 


Expatriate Australian Locomotives of FCAB 
Original motive power (or more correctly 
horsepower) on the fledgling FCAB was 
mule, but steam traction was soon introduced 
and held a monopoly until 1958 when 
dieselisation commenced. The last steam 
locomotives were withdrawn almost twenty 
years later, in the late 1970s. 

Since the process of replacing steam with 
diesel-electric traction commenced, the FCAB has 
acquired approximately 80 diesel locomotives, the 
majority of which it acquired second-hand, initially 
from Canada and several other South American 
railways, but more recently from Western Australia 
(WAGR) and Queensland (QGR). Almost all of 


those locomotives were EMD products, with four 
Davenport 44 tonne locomotives being acquired 
initially in 1958. These have since been retired. 
The FCAB also acquired a solitary Alco DL535 
model diesel. Apart from these aforementioned 
units, the rest of the FCAB locomotive roster today 
consists of EMD-powered locomotives of several 
differing models. The following table lists all former 
Australian diesel-electric locomotives now working 
under the FCAB banner. 

Former QGR locomotives 1509, 1510, 
1511, 1515, 1516, 1527, 1528 and 1529 are 
stored pending rebuild at Antofagasta, while the 
hulk of 2115 is held as an “insurance” spare. 

This batch was imported in late 2010, being 
purchased from the Queensland Government 
prior to the sale of QR National. Such are the 
grades on the FCAB railway that most trains are 
hauled by two locomotives, with up to three being 
deployed on the heavier mining industry services. 
Eastbound loaded acid trains are nominally 
hauled by three locomotives but banked on the 
steeper sections by another two locomotives. 
There are several locomotives that are utilised 

as shunting and trip train locomotives around 

the port areas at Mejellones and Antofagasta 

but these duties are not normally performed by 
expatriate Australian locomotives. 

The colour scheme carried by most FCAB 
locomotives is a rather bright mix consisting 
of red/orange, yellow and blue with FCAB 
lettering on the side of the hood and is 


before continuing on to the Bolivian o~ ( referred to by staff as the “Toucan Sam” livery. 
capital of La Paz. The overall length N FCAB System Map “ Reflecting the harsh operating 
of the system is 1152km and over ( environment through which 
that distance it reaches a height of Ujina — the locomotives toil, they can 
3965m near Ascotan. The alignment eo wa ° carry a liberal coating of dust 
of the railway takes it through the CHILE a Ps from the surrounding desert. 
Atacama Desert, one of the g m Locomotives 603, 1409, 
driest places on Earth, where Carcote& | 1410, 1411, 1418 and 1438 
volcanoes and salt lakes can carry the alternative solid orange 
been seen at regular intervals. PACEC to Iquique Ascotan A *y with black stripe livery, while 
Construction of what El Abra C | 1434 and 1436 still wear WAGR 
was to become the FCAB 6 Eger . orange with a blue chevron. 
commenced from Antofagasta by Tocopilla Creaueanais YD Conchi ‘ | As the accompanying 
in 1873 when a 762mm ° ‘ Images attest, the FCAB 
line began to edge its way oF Son Salvador | system must surely rank as 
into the Andes mountain  Calama \ one of the most spectacular 
range. The line reached the Michilla Spence / rail operations in the world, 
Bolivian border less than inberacie oO 4 ‘S a fitting location in which 
twenty years later, in J Sierra Gorda some of Australia’s more iconic 
1892. Meanwhile the Mejillones we El Tosere locomotives see further service. 
Bolivian section of the line 
connecting to La Paz had Pampa * Wy Bagiiedane Acknowledgements | 
commenced but this was o7 Due acknowledgement is made 


constructed to metre gauge. 

The line was completed in 1913, 

albeit using two different gauges. 
Eventually, a decision was made 

to convert the entire line to metre 

gauge, this work being completed 

in 1928. Over the intervening years, 
several branch lines were added to 

the system with the total length of the 
FCAB system in Chile and Bolivia reaching 
1537km, although some of these branch 


Antofagasta . 
La Negra 


Palestina 


® 
O Inacesa “= Cerro Negro 
© . 
Alto Norte - oa 
Augusta Victoria 
@ 
Escondida 
October 2014 


to several previous articles that 
appeared in the ARHS (NSW 
Division) monthly magazine, 
Railway Digest, that covered the 
early years of service of expatriate 
Australian locomotives working on 
the FCAB. Additional information 
has been sourced from a number 
of different websites. Thanks are 
also extended to Mel Turner for 
preparing the accompanying map. 
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Expatriate Australian Diesel-electric Locomotives working on the FCAB 


Date Rebuilt 


FCAB Road Builders .., | Original Road | Original Year Acquired 
Number Model Number Year Built Number Owner by FCAB 


G-12 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-22 1998 
G-12 2010 
G-12 2010 


GR 2005 
GR 2005 
GR 2008 
GR 2008 


2005 
2005 
2005 
1998 


G-22 GR 
G-22 GR 
G-22 GR 
GL-26 


olslolololo 
> 
O 
A 


GL-26 GR 2001 rr: 
ace jgon Pe 
ace [got | 
ace [gon PT 
GR Rebuilt to GT26LC-3 2013/14 
GL-26 QGR 

GL-26 QGR 2001 Rebuilt to GT26LC-3 2006 
GL-26 QGR 2001 Rebuilt to GT26LC-3 2006 


2001 
2001 Rebuilt to GT26LC-3 2013/14 


2010 GL-26 72-746 1972 2118 GR 
2011 GL-26 72-747 1972 2119 GR 


il 


All traffic to the border at Ollegiie is international. Usually in the afternoon a loaded copper train from Bolivia leaves Ollague. The locos arrive about 2 
hours before with a freight to the border which leaves Calama during the night. Here 2005/2010/2402 cross the 16km long dam over a salt lake in the 
National Park of "Alto Loa" on 29 April 2012. 
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FCAB 2004/2007 return with a box car train containing mineral concentrates from Bolivia to the port in Chile near the lonely siding "San Pedro" and through 


a lava field created by the 6145m high "San Pedro'volcano. As this lava field is over 3000m in altitude it was quite exhausting to climb on the lava rocks for 
this perfect view on 14 November 2011. 


FCAB 1452/1412 drift downgrade to the port of Mejilones with a freight service from the BHP owned mine at Spence, south of Calama, on 23 April 2012. 
This is a typical FCAB train with cars loaded with copper cathodes and empty sulphur cars. On the return trip the flat cars are empty but the tank cars are 
filled. This is one reason for the high profitability of the FCAB railroad which is among the most profitable railroads in the world. 
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ing the Cumbre Pass on 24 April 2012, FCAB 1458/2405 work a train load of copper cathodes to the port at Mejilones. 


imb from Prat over the reopened Cumbre Pass (closed 
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Crossing the only river for hundreds of miles around while entering Calama, a freight train crosses the little Rio Loa behind the unique 1408 (rebuilt with a 
new cab after a collision) and 1434 still wearing the old Westrail colours and 1402 on 28 April 2012. 


Below the active volcano "Cerro de Azufre", which has lost much of its hood during the last eruption, FCAB 2004 and 2404 power the loaded boxcar train 
from Bolivia to Antofogasta at an elevation of 3836m through the Atacama desert near the military outpost Ascotan on 28 April 2012. Usually two trains 
each way operate daily between Bolivia and Chile. They only haul minerals or copper. No general freight is carried and these trains are sealed to avoid 
border inspections. 


October 2014 


Australian Railways Illustrated : {15 } 


When three Australian locos meet two from Japan out in the middle of nowhere between Chile and Bolivia. FCAB 2006/2003/2004 have recently arrived 
with their international train to Bolivia in the station at Ollagiie and are now moving towards the border where the Bolivian locomotives 1010/1019 wait 
with their copper train bound for Mejilones. The Bolivian drivers are not allowed to leave their locos as they would need a full border inspection if they do 
so as Bolivia and Chile have a politically unstable relationship. 


Close to the siding of San Pedro which today is a real "ghost village" since the steam days are over, 2005/2010/2402 work a service from Bolivia. The road 
from Calama to Ollagiie and Bolivia is an unpaved dirt road for over 200km without any fuel stations, motels, etc. Since 2012 parts of the road have been 
reconstructed and upgraded to accommodate heavy trucks. This takes something away from the absolute unique atmosphere at approximately 4000m of 
elevation with freight trains passing through one of the loneliest and most spectacular landscapes in the world. 
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Climbing hard on a 1 in 30 grade out of Quebrada el Desperado on the Pampa to Prat cut-off, 1456 (ex QR 1512) leads ex Canadian National NF210 1414 
and original GR12U 1403 on a lengthy acid and empty copper flats service for the north on 16 April 2010. 
Image by lan A. Dunn 
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On 21 April 2009, two ex Queenslanders, 2003 (with original cab front windows) and 2010, bracket Maestranza Antofagasta rebuild 2405 as they cautiously 
descend the long 1 in 30 grade from Cumbre to Desperado loop. This service is has 2200 tonnes of silver/lead/zinc concentrate bound eventually for Port 
Pirie, Australia for refining. 

Image by lan A. Dunn 
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and Railways passenger cars which are stored in Antofogasta in front of the company headquarters. 
The clean station area shows much of the pride of the FCAB and its employees which makes th 


in Antofogasta housed stored ex QR locos awa 
from most other railroads in South America. 
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A few minutes before sunset on 18 April 2010, a trio of Aussies descend the steep branch from the Chuquicamata copper mine and enter the main line at 
San Salvador, 14km north of Calama and at an altitude of 2467m. With ex QR 1502 class 1454 leading, one of a type WAGR D class 2001 and ex QR 2100 
class 2002 haul wagons each loaded with 40 tonnes of copper anodes. 

Image by lan A. Dunn 
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- One of a kind, ex WAGR D class rebuild 2001, leads a pair of ex Canadian National NF210’s away from the serpentine loops of Cumbre spiral with a 
> westbound load of copper anodes and empty acid tanks on 17 April 2009. 
Image by lan A. Dunn 
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HISTORY 
Ninety RO and ROX flat wagons were built 
for the Commonwealth Railways in the early 
1970s. The wagons were manufactured in 
three batches of 25, 45 and 20. The initial two 
batches were constructed by Commonwealth 
Engineering and the latter by Perry Engineering 
in South Australia. The wagons have a similar 
history to the SKX wagons (reviewed in ARI 
issue 27), having been used for almost any and 
every task due to their operationally flexible 
nature of having a long solid flat deck with 
bogie exchange capabilities. 

Some of the key code changes in the history 
of these wagons (relating to the RZXY) include; 
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« RO to ROX in the early 1970s to denote 
bogie exchange capabilities. 

« ROX to RQX/RFQxX for steel traffic in the 
1970s. 

« ROX to AQOX/AQOY with the ROA coding 
introduction in the late 1970s. 

« AQOY to AQXY when fitted with 70T 
bogies. 

« AQOY to RQOY and AQXY to ROXY when 
NRC was introduced in the mid 1990s. 

« RQXY to RZXY when converted to wheel 
carriers in the mid 1990s. 

Of the 90 RO/ROX wagons built, 
many are still in active service with ‘private 
operators. CFCLA had 19, and converted 16 
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WHEELSET CARRIER 


to CQTY army tank carrying wagons, leaving 
only three COQOYs on the broad gauge. SCT 
operate a number of ARFY refrigerated vans, 
these vans being built on ROX underframes. 
Aurizon have a small fleet of QQXY wagons 
on intermodal service and Engenco have 

a lease fleet of SQOY and SQMY wagons 
which were formerly owned by Silverton with 
the SQMY wagons having a skeletal deck to 
reduce tare mass. Pacific National did have a 
small fleet of RQOY (50T bogies) and ROXY 
(70T bogies) container wagons, however, 
due to the irregular length for standard 
containers and the high tare mass, these 
have all been scrapped. 


Loaded with 36 defective wheelsets, RZXY 2386 is the leading vehicle on an NY3 service passing though Tallong NSW on 19 December 2012. RZXY 2386 
was only one of a handful to be painted in original NRC colours. 


By Chris Jones 


DESCRIPTION: 


Similar to the SKX wagons in length at 75 
feet, the actual structural design is vastly 
different. The RZXY wagons have four 
longitudinal beam sections rather than one 
large centre sill. Two of the centre sill beams 
are Close to the centre line of the wagon 
and are not excessively deep. The other two 
beams are the deep side sill sections which 
are adorned with large oval cut outs. These 
ovals were likely to have been designed for 
several reasons including access to brake 
equipment (load compensator, grade control, 
cut out cock, and brake cylinder viewing), 
mass reduction, and importantly, allowing the 
wagon to adequately twist on uneven track. 
The RO/ROX fleet was originally fitted with 
SOT exchange bogies, but the RZXY fleet is 
now all fitted with 70T bogies which allows 
a maximum gross on 92t, although a load of 
wheels is only around 50 tonnes at best. 
The special wheel frames which set this 
wagon apart from all other wagons derived 
from the RO/ROX fleet are designed to carry 
four wheels across the deck in a staggered 
style. All up there are nine rows of frames, thus 
allowing a total of 36 wheelsets to be carried. 
In comparison, a regular semi-trailer can carry 
around 14 wheelsets. Apart from a section of 
wheel actually sitting within the frame, each row 
of four wheels are secured with a nylon ratchet 
strap. The wagons are fitted with Westinghouse 
brake equipment, with the grade control valve 
replaced by an exhaust choke. The majority 
of RZXY wagons are a rusty grimy colour, 
which is generally a very well-worn original 
Commonwealth Railways livery. A couple of 
wagons were painted in the original NRC livery 
of light grey with an orange side sill. This livery 


is now getting close to 20 years old and at least 
one now has a yellow side sill which is a standard 
Pacific National repaint. Most of the wheel frames 
are rusty in colour; however recent additions to 
the fleet include grey painted frames. 


OPERATION: 


The RZXY fleet is commonly found travelling from 
coast to coast, and everywhere in between on 
Pacific National steel train services, and random 
regional services when being transported to 
more remote locations. Occasionally a wagon 
may be transported on an intermodal service for 


such as Newcastle or Werris Creek. 


October 2014 


BRIEF 


Attached to a PS6 service, RZXY 2257 is not commonly found on intermodal services. The empty wagon is returning to Sydney, passing through Bargo 
NSW on 27 March 2013. RZXY 2257 was not an original RZXY as evident by the new grey wheelset frames and the white side sill 


convenience whilst it is very uncommon to see 
more than one RZXY in a train consist. An RZXY 
wagon may be found at any Pacific National or 
contractor maintenance location, from major 
capital city terminals, to locations such as Broken 
Hill, Parkes, Lithgow, Moss Vale, Werris Creek, 
Port Kembla, Newcastle and Cootamundra. 
Wagons often deliver and swap over new or 
refurbished wheelsets for worn and defective 
wheelsets. Refurbished or new wheelsets are 
loaded onto RZXY wagons at locations such as 
Gemco in Perth, Downer in Port Augusta and 
Maintrain in Sydney. 


Passing through Aylmerton NSW on 1 September 2011, RZXY 2246 is loaded with 36 refurbished 
wheelsets from Downer Port Augusta. PW4 service is likely to drop these wheels in Sydney for 
use at a local maintenance facility or for on-forwarding to a regional NSW maintenance centre 
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NSWGR. BCH. (Bogie Coal Hopper) 
400 delivered by Commonwealth Eng 1951-54 
400 delivered by A. Goninans 1952-54 


685 by Waggonfabrok Talbot & assem Comm Eng 
1956-60. 


Powerline Models Pty Ltd produce these in 8 running 
numbers. They are well detailed and finished with 
metal chassis, metal wheels and real Kadee couplers. 


In 1979 these wagons were recoded to NHDA. 
NSWGR. BWH. (Bogie Wheat Hopper) 


From 1953 some BCH wagons were fitted with roofs 
to carry bulk grain or cement. 


Powerline Models Pty Ltd have produced this in 8 
different running numbers. They are well detailed with 
a metal chassis, metal wheels and real kadee couplers. 


In 1979 these wagons went to a 4 letter code NGBA 


GJF/VHGY/VHGF 


Victorian Bulk Wheat Bogie Hopper. 

GJF 201 - 350 were constructed at the Victorian 
Railways Newport Workshops in 1972. 

In 1979 they were reclassified VHGY. 

In 1983 V/Line came into being and the VR VHGY 
retained their yellow but in time became V/Line Grain. 
In 1987 in the Y to F reclassification they became the 
VHGF. 

In 1993-1995 V/Line Freight came into being. 

After 1999 came Freight Victoria. 

It must be noted that liveries and logos did live on, on 
some wagons, well after a name change or even two. 


Available in stores NOW 


Packed individually for individuals 


BCH NSWGR Coal Hopper 

PC-100A BCH-28625. PC-100B BCH-28702 
PC-100C BCH-28909. PC-100D BCH-28999 
PC-100E BCH-29209. PC-100F BCH-29417 
PC-100G BCH-32393. PC-100H BCH-32749 
BWH NSWGR Grain Hopper 

PC-101A BWH-28735. PC-101B BWH-28962 
PC-101C BWH-29298. PC-101D BWH-29423 
PC-101E BWH-32008. PC-101F BWH-32274 
PC-101G BWH-32545. PC-101H BWH-32638 
Victorian Bulk Bogie Wheat Hoppers 
PD-100A-222 GJF-222 VR (yellow) 
PD-101A-303 VHGY-303 VR (yellow) 
PD-102A-316 VHGY-316 V/Line Grain 
PD-103A-332 VHGF-332X — V/Line Grain 
PD-106A-302 VHGF-302H  V/Line Freight 
PD-107A-323 VWHGF-323J V/Line Frt & ABB 
.WPD-108A-259 VJGF-259L V/Line Frt & CUB 


——i‘i iéi‘COéPUC a Coming soon. 


NSW SRA NHDA. NSW SRA NGBA 


BSN ST scuciesestisesennanesss ncissctueicctstcotvetteoinnaacteias Goodwin-ALCo Eventually 165 of these versatile units would be 


MOdel ...sscccccssssssssssssssssssssssssssssseseseseesessnusnsnsnssesseeeeeees DL531G built. Constructed at the A.E Goodwin factory 
in Auburn, Sydney between 1959 and 1970 for 
Road NUMDEYSS: .............cccceceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 4801 - 48165 the NSWGR. Like the 44 class, they too were 
Nt SOUW ICO Se oraceaiccccredeeseestnes cegaticccnicrnnets 1 September 1959 an export model, designed by Alco for use on 
LSA ti scp ceiseeeotcrenee erence 14.76m light lines and to operate on virtually any gauge. 
This made them perfect for New South Wales 
WA CEN 2 ssicicteteceresecccacteavanancatiteanivetvines iereheitenanda eettueonendstenh 2.97m branch lines. They have also been successful 
y 
PSIG opeettenpaccsecea ene nan eee 4.27m as shunting units as well as on the mainline. 
Weightt.............. 75.2t (4801-4885) 77.8t (4886-48165) Withdrawals started twenty years ago and their 
numbers have declined steadily ever since. 
Axle load............ 12.5t (4801-4885)/13.0t (4886-48165) Savanawere rebuilt into the PL. clase for use ‘on 
Maximum Speed’ ........:.ssssssssssseesssssseeseessseeccssseeeesnee 110kmh Port Link services to and from Botany while many 
Traction HOrse@pOWe’l..............: ces Q950HP/710kW as Soles Wie Anenaalvelto) Tanaley, pune 
Railway Workshops and Australian National 
ENS sxcsstereetcetcerrncccguaemesns Inline 6/251B (turbocharged) even ended witha couple. Eighteen units would 
GeneratOF? cece GE 5GT584 or AEI TG3602 eventually be owned by Graincorp and at least 
seven units are in preservation. Less than 25 
Traction MOtofrs:........... cece GE761 or AEI 253CT me be . 
units remain in service with Pacific National with 
FUG: anu. 2300Lt (4801-4885) 3200Lt (4886-48165) further withdrawals and scrapping expected In 
LAID OU ovcctnsctnsxerctieienoincetwiemetiomammnieniin 530Lt the next few years. These days, they parade 
Sona around in a myriad colours schemes as the 48 
CLINGS iicsiniitrecesecessinsinsceeascivccnscanecesssedeatsced ne caceonceevenseceensaiens 0.28m3 class and stil operate far and wide and beyond 
COO FAN a cttraterecctegnitesttepecieaaie etree 410Lt the borders of the state they once called home. 


{26} : Australian Railways Illustrated : October 2014 


DVD Review 


Reviewed by Mike Moy 


This Blu-Ray disc is a classic. It contains an excellent selection 
of scenes of the GM-Clyde built "Bulldog" locomotives with 
streamlined car bodies. Filmed in NSW between 2004 and 
2013, classes included are B, S, GM. 42, 421, CLP and CLF 
in combination with each other. The GMs are shown at work 
with other classes of locomotives being 47, 44, X, T, 49, KL, 
VL, C, EL, a passing XPT, and several electric multiple unit 
trains which sneak past on Cowan Bank. The variety in the 
scenes continues, with various liveries and operators such as 
QRN, SSR, CFCLA, ARG, LVRF and Rail Power. 


The high standards of photography and scene selection, 
usually associated with Bevan Wall Productions, is supported 
by the noisy locomotives working hard, on familiar gradients all 
over the state. There is no narration, but a brief outline is given 
in text, at the start of each chapter. A highlight is a montage 

of GM power on QRN trains no. BM7, all filmed at various 
locations on Cowan Bank. The finale comprises a quin lash-up 
of GM-B-GM-GM-S classes. Remember, that DVD and Blu- 
Ray are different formats. Blu-Ray is of a far higher standard, 
and will not play on a DVD player. Blu-Ray machines will 

play DVD's, and newer computers often play Blu-Ray discs. 


BUDGET BUSTER DVDs $9.95 each, FREE POST to. 
Australia, supplied as disc only, without DVD case. 


Vintage Rails & Trains USA #BBVRTFP 
Trains of Yesteryear USA #BBTOYFP 
Railways of Russia #BBRORFP 
British Railway Films #BBBRFFP 
Ravenglass & Eskdale UK #BBREFP 
Steam Safari South Africa #BB1025FP 
Golden Thread South Africa #BB1028FP 
Narrow Gauge W.A. Vol 1 or Vol 2 #BB1042FP or #BB1043FP 
A Drivers View to Kandos #BBRDVKFP 
Just Northern Rivers Railroad #BBJNRRFP 
Trackside Journey Voi.4 to Vol.12 available #BBAM O4FP to 12FP 


VOLUME f BY FAUL COOLEDGCE 


MARCH 3979 TO OCTOBER 1984 


This production is very highly recommended and a must if you 
really like noisy GMs. 


“@ONOU JNOY}M ay Aue ye aBUEYD Oo) }a!qns Ajqe}!eAe pue japo”L janposd ‘oud pasqaapy, 


NOW AVAILABLE FROM trainpictures. com.au 


CU, =UD-- - t= =» ii cee SATA I 


Multi-Region - 3D - Blu-Ray Player with 3 Year Warranty 
Play DVDs / Bas — any country, USB ae & the = 


_ phn teinnseneessiesinticesia 


‘Plays ALL Regions | 


of OVD and Blu Ray 


| SSR Oee TAMERS Raed devbite or pameense 


gE S| _ Compatible with 


"Nciiaclilelacicsbailaiatiahaaciicahieiad $ 


The BD10803D ney back all 3D encoded media (whether Blu-ray or from a afl and works with any 3D TV or 
projector (Active, Passive, Lenticular, whatever). The BD10803D can also play normal Blu-ray movies in 1080p 
Full High Definition Video with Dolby and DTS Digital HD, DVD upscaling, USB media player and BD LIVE from 
the built in Ethernet port. MULTI-REGION playback for Blu-ray and DVD means you can play any disc from any 
country (like movies from Amazon or overseas). BD10803D $169* including delivery to AU Post Codes 


Portable Multi-Region DVD Player with 7" or 10" Screen 
Play DVDs from any country + files from USB / SD cards 


A super bright colour LCD screen adorns this great 
portable DVD (CD) player. Not only does it play content 
from discs, but also files on USB sticks and SD cards. It 
comes with a full function remote control as well as 
headphones, a home power pack (240v) or a car power 
adaptor (12v socket). Once the built-in Lithium lon battery 
is charged, you can take it anywhere. The screen flips 
back 180 degress to give you many viewing options. 
MULTI REGION playback means you can play DVD discs 
from any country (like movies from Amazon or overseas). 


7" PORT7 $119* inc. delivery to AU Post Codes 
10” PORT10 $189* inc. delivery to AU Post Codes 


Muiti-Region DVD Player with Component & HDMI Out 
Play = from ally country and files from USB sticks 


Not only does it play content from DVD / CD discs, but 
also files on USB sticks. MULTI-REGION means you can 
play DVD discs from any country (movies from Amazon or 
overseas) Includes a full function remote control. 


DVD0020 $89* including delivery to AU Post Codes 


\vailable Rom Train Pictures Online www.trainpictures.com.au or order from this Ad. 
Send Credit Card info, Cheque, Aust. Money Order to: Train Pictures, PO Box 687, 
Beenleigh, QLD 4207 Aust. Fore more info: Ph: 07 3804 1996 Fx: 07 3804 1997. 
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essive trestle bridge west of Bruthen whilst working an Up Orbost goods consist 
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Under partly cloudy skies, T386 crosses an 
vehicles on Thursday 4 September 1969. 


Image by John Dare 


Image by John Dare 


My name is Gavin Anderson and this is my 
Bairnsdale story. | was born in this wonderful 
town in 1958 and lived next to the third 
crossing on the down side of town on the 
Melbourne to Orbost line. The line from 
Traralgon to Bairnsdale was completed on 8 
May 1888 and to Orbost on 10 April 1916. 
This kick started my interest in railways and 
in 1975, | applied for a Fireman's position 

at South Dynon, the aptitude test being “Do 
you have any relatives in the railways ?”. That 
answer was yes and | started as a Trainee 
Fireman at South Dynon loco 
depot on the 5 January 1976. ra ra 
That relative was my Uncle 
Ray “Jacko” Jackson, a mad 
keen “Blues” fan who rolled 
his own tobacco and lived 

in the gatehouse beside the 
line. The gates at McCulloch 
Street split the yard in two 
and in my time were only open 
on local show weekends as 
well as grand final days at the 
nearby Bairnsdale oval. They 
are now permanently closed. 
Jacko was the Patrolman from 


Bairnsdale to Bruthen and he had taken me 
at a young age on atrip on his motorised 
trolley to Bumberrah and return. 

In September 1976, | was asked to relieve in 
Bairnsdale and jumped at the chance and after 
two weeks, was offered the position. No calling 
of positions, no seniority but that’s how things 
were done in those days. My first job on the 
Monday with driver Mick Barrett was to prepare 
and run the morning pass to Lindenow as the 
down goods was late, change over and return 
to Bairnsdale. We shunted the yard, made our 


Stalling was quite common 
on the track due to full loads 
on wet days with the timber 
soaking up even more weight 


and the track being slippery. 
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Pulling away from the original Sale station, T365 works the Up Gippslander passenger service to Traralgon on Wednesday 3 September 1969. 


train up and went to Nowa Nowa and return. 

At that time the morning passenger service to 
Flinders Street ran on Mondays and Saturdays, 
the evening passenger service from Flinders 
Street ran on Fridays and Saturdays. On other 
the days, the passenger service only ran as far 
as Sale then coach on the down and vice versa 
on the up and the names train , the Gippslander, 
ran every day. Sundays were different in that 
the Saturday night passenger service was 
placed in the siding at the end of the platform. 
This allowed the morning pass from Melbourne, 
usually a B class that had come 

all the way from Flinders Street to 
arrive, run-around and depart around 
4:30pm. The train in the siding was 
then docked up Monday morning for 
the service to Melbourne. 

The shifts at Bairnsdale were 
day shift: sign on at 5:00am 
Monday to prepare and run if 
required 12 pass against 5 down 
goods and then run 3 goods to 
Nowa Nowa and return with 124 
goods. Tuesday to Friday sign 
on: 7:55am prepare and run 3 


99 


goods to Nowa Nowa and return 
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Standing in the yard at Orbost, 124 goods to Bairnsdale awaits departure during February 1976 hauled by T396. 


Image by Robert Morton 


After arriving from Melbourne, B62 has run around the Down G 
Image by John Dare 


October 1977. 
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On Thursday 23 November 1978, T347/T391 have arrived at Bruthen whilst working a Down Orbost goods. Shortly T396 would arrive with an Up Orbost 
goods and a crew change would be performed before both services departed for their respective destinations. 
Image by John Dare 


Viewed from the driver’s seat of T396, 124 goods from Orbost consisting of an M cattle wagon, two Q wagons loaded with power poles, a KQ flat wagon, a 
RY wagon loaded with sawn timber, a U van loaded with van goods and a CP guards van, cross a creek at Wairewa during February 1976. 
Image by Robert Morton 


October 2014 Australian Railways Illustrated 


eocece 
— 
Uo 
— 
—— 


with 124 goods. Saturday was the same as 
Monday. Afternoon shift: Monday to Friday 
was a 4:00pm start, shunt the yard and run 
to Bruthen with 9 goods and return with 8 
goods aptly named the “Sirex" due to the 
timber loading that this service carried. (A 
sirex woodwasp causes issues in wood 
hence the nickname). Saturday’s shift 
consisted of running to Traralgon with 126 
goods and returning with 53a passenger. 
This passenger service was timetabled to 
take around five hours from 

Melbourne due to a fifteen ra ra 
minute stop at Warragul for 
refreshments then a change of 
locos at Traralgon (L class for 

a T class) then the run-around 
at Sale before arriving into 
Bairnsdale. The Gippslander 
was a little quicker having a 
buffet car in it’s consist thus not 
requiring a refreshment stop. Six 
crew were based at Bairnsdale 
at that time, now it takes under 
four hours with most times one 
driver. Night shift consisted 

of 12:00am starts, Tuesday to 
Friday running to Cowwarr with 8 goods 
and return 219 goods. At some stage these 
shifts changed when Orbost was reduced 
to one crew, with afternoon shift being a 
1:20pm start, per bus to Orbost and return 
with 10 goods while night shift become a 
10.00pm start, run to Maffra with 10 goods 
then return to Nowa Nowa with 17 goods, 
change over with the Orbost crew and then 
back to Bairnsdale by car. 

The track between Bairnsdale and 
Orbost was very undulating, passing through 
state forest for approximately 40% of the 
way with plenty of curves at 20, 25 and 
30mph with a top speed of 35mph. There 
were a number of large wooden trestle 
bridges with the largest being the Stony 
Creek Bridge situated near Colquhoun, 
north of Lakes Entrance, reportedly the 
largest wooden trestle bridge in the 
Southern Hemisphere. | remember the track 
foreman walking beside a NN ballast wagon 
the whole length unloading ballast with 
no harness or any other safety equipment. 
Health and safety reps would have had 
a heart attack. Quite a few of the smaller 
trestles had large Armco pipes placed 
underneath with earth fill as maintenance 
costs and the risk of bush fires on the old 
bridges were high. The one at Wiseleigh 
over the Omeo highway just before Bruthen 
had only the pipes placed in, and then the 
line closed and they are still there today 
rusting away. 

Gradients were mainly 1 in 50 with T 
class locos rated at 560 tonne maximum 
loading. The axle loading on the track was 
18 tonne limiting it to T and Y class only. 
The common T class on the line was the low 
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nose 1387 to T396 with T397 to T412 on 
the passenger services due to their higher 
horsepower. On very few occasions we had 
high nose T class and even fewer occasions, 
“flat tops”. Y class were used occasionally 
as second units but on one occasion the 
down night goods leading T class became 
defective at Cowwarr and was returned on 
the up goods and we completed the trip 
back to Bairnsdale with a solo Y class. 

The main loading on the line was sawn 


Perishables were carted in 
various vans mainly to Orbost 
and on occasions, kegs of alcohol 
were delivered in insulated T vans 
onto the platform at Nicholson for 

delivery to the local pub. 


timber trucked to Orbost, Nowa Nowa, 
Bruthen and Bairnsdale. There were also 
mill sidings a few kilometres out of Nowa 
Nowa and at Waygara. The loading was 
taken to sidings at Berwick and Westall in 
Melbourne. Stock for Kensington was moved 
from Orbost, Bruthen and at Bairnsdale 
where specials were run with double-headed 
T class on some Fridays. Quite often these 
fully loaded trains had to be banked out of 
Bairnsdale due to the grade out of town. 
We had a bank engine key to facilitate this 
move. The safe working system used at that 
time was large electric composite staff from 
Traralgon to Bairnsdale and train staff and 
ticket to Orbost. Other loading on the line 
was limestone from Nowa Nowa loaded in 
O trucks, superphosphate to Bairnsdale, 
Bruthen, Bumberrah, Nowa Nowa and 
Orbost. Perishables were carted in various 
vans mainly to Orbost and on occasions, 
kegs of alcohol were delivered in insulated 
T vans onto the platform at Nicholson 

for delivery to the local pub. Many times 

in Bairnsdale we would walk past these 
vans and notice the smell of beer or other 
leaking liquid as a result of rough shunting. 
| remember running two passenger trains 

in my time and they were both school 
excursions. On one particular Friday night, 
while working afternoon shift, we had to 
wait until the pass from Melbourne arrived, 
around 11pm, before placing the Governor’s 
car from the pass to the rear of our 40 
vehicle train and ran it to Bruthen on its 
way to Orbost. | have always wondered if 
the Governor and his party got any sleep as 
the undulating track is not great for smooth 
running. Other loading into Bairnsdale was 


October 2014 


SEC poles delivered to their own siding 

on the up side of town and fuel to sidings 
next to their companies own fuel depots. 
Bitumen tankers from Paisley were placed 

in the old wharf line siding for the Country 
Roads Board. Towards the end of my time 

in Bairnsdale, containers were loaded in the 
gantry road. Vehicles used for timber were 
IT and KT wagons converted from | trucks, |, 
IA, RY, GY and other open wagons. In 1979, 
the VFTY bogie wagons were built at North 
Ballarat workshops weighing 

31 tonnes and able to carry 45 
tonnes making it a gross weight 
of 76 tonnes. These vehicles 
were rated at 19 tonne axle load 
which of course was 1 tonne 
per axle over the load which 
seemed to go unnoticed and 
ran for quite a while until they 
started destroying the track and 
were subsequently lowered to 
carry only 36 tonnes. Stalling 
was quite common on the track 
due to full loads on wet days 
with the timber soaking up even 
more weight and the track being 
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slippery. On one occasion after leaving 
Bruthen we couldn't lift our load, we split the 
train, ran forward to Bumberrah placing the 
first half into the siding and then returning 
for the rest. It is very important to remember 
where you left your train as there have been 
plenty of occasions with locos running into 
their second halves. Other instances when 
the sanders were not working | would fill my 
billy up with sand and walk in front of the 
train placing it onto the track. When there 
was no sand, | would place small ballast 
on the line which the loco would crush into 
sand. Other times we would roll back to 
the bottom of the hill and cut off the loco, 
sand to the top then return, attach to the 
train and then hopefully get over the top. In 
1978, large storms ravaged the area causing 
trees to fall across the line for many months. 
Initially gangers’ rode on the loco with chain 
saws to remove any trees that had fallen, but 
once it had eased they placed an axe in the 
kit for the crew. My driver always said; “if it’s 
small enough to cut with the axe its small 
enough for the loco to crash through it”, but 
it didn’t stop us from colliding with large 
fallen trees especially at night or around 
curves on a regular basis. In one case, 
coming down the hill into Orbost, we were 
stopped by a large tree that had fallen from 
the embankment and was upside down with 
the branches sticking into the ballast. We 
got relief as it was a big job to remove it. 

In 1978 | was transferred to Sale for 
15 weeks due to a driver at Bairnsdale 
being reduced to fireman status because 
of a hearing problem and | being the junior 
man was sent away. Sale was unusual as it 
was a dead-end station, so passenger train 


The signalman at Stratford Junction prepares to exchange staffs with the fireman on B62 as the Down Gippslander passenger service continues on its 
journey to Bairnsdale on Saturday 15 October 1977. 


Image by John Dare 


Numerous timber trestles dot the route between Bairnsdale and Orbost. Here T389 works an Up Orbost goods over one near Nowa Nowa on Friday 26 
December 1975. 


Image by John Dare 
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locos were required to run around their train 
before continuing on their journey. The dead- 
end was only long enough for one B class 
and on occasions at Christmas time some 
trains had double T class locos due to extra- 
long trains. This meant cutting off one loco 
at a time before reattaching, running around 
the train before departing. All Bairnsdale 
freight trains ran via the straight through 
Maffra while the passenger services and 
local Sale freight ran through Sale. | can’t 
remember what the sign-on times were In 
Sale but day shift was Monday to Friday and 
relieve the goods from Traralgon and shunt 
the yard. Also on Tuesday to Friday, we 
started and prepared the morning passenger 
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service for the Traralgon crew. 
Shunting the yard meant 
placing vans and opens in the 
shed roads, superphosphate 
GY’s into their roads and 
running out to the stock sidings 
about 3 kilometres out of town 
on the Bairnsdale line. We 

also went down the old wharf 
line to what | think was Ryan’s 
Transport. | remember going 
down there with a Y class once 
and derailing three times in 
about 50 meters. The track was 
that bad every time we got it 


back on we'd come off again. Afternoon shift 
was Monday to Friday, making up the goods 
and running it to Traralgon and returning 
with the night passenger service with 
Friday’s returning per the pass (travelling in 
the train). | remember running the loco up 
and down the yard to mark the chart to make 
it look like we were busy to keep our Jobs. 
It didn’t work and they eventually closed the 
depot .The line was rerouted in the early 
1980's and the station moved out of the 
centre of town. The old station still remains 
as part of a shopping centre built on the site 
and the signal box and gates are still there 
as a reminder of the old days. 

There were plenty of fond memories 


I remember running the loco 
up and down the yard to mark 
the chart to make it look like we 
were busy to keep our jobs 


from working the line but one that stands 
out was one night after leaving Stratford 
over the Avon River Bridge we came across 
two steers in the middle of the track. They 
didn’t budge and kept walking up the track 
towards the highway overbridge, so we 
stopped the train and got off to shoo them 
off. They continued to walk up the line until 
one turned around and charged us, making 
us run back to the loco. | have never seen 
my old driver move so fast with his head 

up my bum getting up the steps. That steer 
disappeared so we slowly moved up to the 
bridge to find the other one on its belly with 
its legs dangling through the open bridge 
and thought how are we going to move it. 
Then it wobbled its way to the 
side before falling to the grass 
verge below. As we passed 
over the bridge it was up and 
walking about, one tough cow! 
In November 1979, | transferred 
to Traralgon to be with a driver's 
instructor to obtain my drivers 
certificate which | passed in 
April 1980. In May of that year | 
was transferred to the sparks for 
promotion reasons and in 1993, 
| transferred to V/line Passenger 
at Spencer Street where | 
remain today. 


99 


A Down Orbost goods shunts at Nowa Nowa hauled by T393 during January 1976. In the background is the limestone loading point used to load O wagons 


for the Maryvale paper mill. 
Image by Robert Morton 
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A pair of T class is seen departing Orbost across the timber trestle spanning the Snowy River flood plain prior to climbing the grade into Newmerella 
during February 1976. 
image by Robert Morton 
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First series T class, T343/T333 make a rare visit to Gippsland as they undertake some shunting at Sale with the Sunday excursion passenger service on 
6 September 1981. 
Image by John Dare 
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On an overcast Wednesday 2 November 1983, T366 pauses at Heyfield for the guard to discharge van goods whilst working a Traralgon to Bairnsdale goods. 


Image by John Dare 


T380 departs the original “dead end” station at Sale with the Up Gippslander passenger service as T403 waits in the yard with the local roadside goods to 
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Traralgon on Sunday 9 January 1983. 
Image by John Dare 
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Rolling across the Avon River at Stratford, T403 works 8476 Gippslander passenger service to Traralgon on Saturday 23 July 1983. On arrival at Traralgon, 
T403 would be replaced by an L class electric for the journey to Melbourne. 
Image by Stewart Anderson 


On Wednesday 2 November 1983, T402 awaits safeworking formalities to be completed at Stratford whilst hauling the “Weedex” weed spray service to 
Bairnsdale. 
Image by John Dare 
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East of Bairnsdale, the Orbost line passes through dense forests for much of its length with timber from those same forests providing much traffic for the 
Victorian Railways. Consisting of empty 4-wheel G wagons, 9453 service has just crossed over the timber trestle spanning Boggy Creek on the outskirts of 
Nowa Nowa behind T392/T378 on Wednesday 27 October 1982. 

Image by Peter Attenborough 


Standing in Nowa Nowa yard, T406 working an Up Orbost goods, awaits departure for Bairnsdale on Friday 17 August 1984. 
Image by William Arkell 
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With a consist of a VBAY box van containing van goods and four empty VFTY timber wagons, T408 hauls 9453 Orbost goods across Hospital Creek near 
Tostaree on Tuesday 7 April 1987. 


Image by William Arkell 


Rolling across the trestles approaching Orbost, T405 has almost completed its journey from Bairnsdale whilst working 9447 goods on Thursday 17 
October 1985. 
Image by Stewart Anderson 
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As a storm approaches from the west, T406/T408 work 9453 Orbost goods between Bairnsdale and Nicholson on Thursday 17 October 1985. 
Image by Stewart Anderson 


Powering away from Bairnsdale and approaching the Princes Highway level crossing, T402 works 8432 Gippslander passenger service to Traralgon on 
Friday 30 January 1987. 


Image by Stewart Anderson 
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Late afternoon sees T373 working 9430 Up Orbost goods through the hamlet of Newmerella on Monday 6 April 1987. 
Image by William Arkell 


Beautifully framed by trees on the Snowy River flood plain, T408 approaches Orbost with 9453 goods on Tuesday 7 April 1987. 
Image by William Arkell 
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N'S AND OUT'S 


NEW LOCOMOT!Ves 


Fortescue Metals Group (WA) 


NOTE: Order for SDQOMAC-H Phase I! [6000 hp] placed with Progress Rail, 
Mayfield, USA. Ex UP 85xx series; reported so far: 8525, 8538 & 8553. Three 
painted, but no numbers or branding; at least 6 expected, but only 8 available, FMG 
road number unknown. 


Mineral Resources (WA) 

MRLOO1 named “MINRES EXPRESS” 

MRLOO2 named “SPIRIT OF YILGARN” 

MRLOO3 named “SOUTHERN CROSS" 

MRLO04 named “POLARIS EXPRESS" 

MRLOO5 ex UGL, Broadmeadow, NSW; model C44ACi - released 
16/7/14 -arrived Perth, WA 23/7/14 - named “CARINA FLYER" 
MRLO06 ex UGL, Broadmeadow, NSW; model C44ACi - test run 
91/8/14 - in service by 13/9/14 - named “MERREDIN EXPRESS" 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 


PB1 - ex NRE, Paducah, KY, USA - model 2GS14B - arrived Port Kembla, NSW 
- 14/7/14 - mainline testing then testing BlueScope operations from 24/7/14 


PB? — ex NRE, Paducah, KY, USA - model 2GS14B - arrived Port Kembla, NSW 
- 24/7/14 - testing BlueScope operations from 24/7/14 


PB3 - ex NRE, Paducah, KY, USA - model 2GS14B 
- in service by mid September 14 


PB4 - ex NRE, Paducah, KY, USA - model 2GS14B - departed 25/7/14 
PB5 - ex NRE, Paducah, KY, USA - model 2GS14B - departed mid August 2014 


Roy Hill Australia (WA) 


RHA1001 — built General Electric, Erie, PA, USA - model ES44ACi - completed 
August 2014 


On order: RHA1001 to RHA1021 


Tasmanian Railway (TasRail) 

TR15 - model PR22L - built Progress Rail, Patterson, GA, USA - in service 19/7/14 
TR16 - model PR22L - built Progress Rail, Patterson, GA, USA — in service 19/7/14 
TR17 - mode! PR22L - built Progress Rail, Patterson, GA, USA — in service 27/7/14 


LOCOMOTIVE REBUILDS/ 
CONVERSIONS 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 
NR class - repowering - ECP braking conversion: 
Additional: NR115 


Southern Shorthaul Railroad (NSW & VIC) 


T385 — converted sg to bg - test run in Melbourne 1/7/14 — transferred to Bendigo 
workshops 2/7/14 — in service mid July 


V/Line Passenger 
N464 - converted BG to SG - 4/8/14 
N470 - converted SG to BG - 15/7/14 
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LOCOMOTIVE REFURBISHMENTS/ 


 OVERHAULS 


Genesee & Wyoming Australia 
701- named “Tailem Bend” - 17/7/14 
CLF5 - to Islington for overhaul - 28/7/14 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 


AN3 - ex Downer Rail, Port Augusta - overhaul and PN livery repaint - trial run 
> 19/6/14 - released 15/7/14 


: Southern Shorthaul Railroad (NSW & VIC) 


B75 - ex Bendigo, VIC workshops — overhaul & repaint CRL livery 
: — inservice mid July 2014 


T386 — ex Bendigo, VIC workshops - overhaul & repaint SSR livery 
: - inservice mid July 2014 


V/Line Passenger 
> N460 - ex Downer Rail, Newport, VIC, ex IOC - 22/8/14 


LOCOMOTIVE REPAINTS 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 


NR25 - to Chullora, NSW - from Indian Pacific to “new” Indian Pacific livery 
: — arrived 18/8/14 


NR28 - repainted at Chullora, NSW - from Indian Pacific to “new” Indian Pacific 
> livery - released 18/8/14 


NR29 - repainted at Chullora, NSW - from PN mark | to PN ‘stars’ livery 
> -released 14/8/14 


> NR104 - repainted at Chullora, NSW - into PN ‘stars’ livery - released 22/7/14 
: — last in original livery 


LOCOMOTIVE SALES/TRANSFERS/ 


: WITHDRAWALS/DISPOSAL 


Aurizon (QLD & WA narrow gauge) 


; Sold to Transnet, South Africa and moved from Redbank, QLD to Fishermans Island, 
: QLD: 31/8/14 


9170 class: 2173D, 2174D, 2177D, 2180D, 2181D, 2183D, 2184D, 2188D, 
> 2202D, 2205D, 2206D, 2207D, 2209D & 2210D 


9950 class: 2251, 2252, 2253, 2254, 2255, 2256, 2257, 2258, 2259, 2263, 2264, 
> 2265, 2266, 2267, 2268, 2270, 2271, 2272, 2273 & 2274. 


: Cargill Australia/AWB GrainFlow 
: G521 - hired to QUBE - 1/8/14 


Engenco 

4828 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
4837 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW — July/August 2014 
4841 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
: 8008 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW — July/August 2014 
: 8010 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW — July/August 2014 
8016 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW — July/August 2014 
: 8018 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
: 8019 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
: 8024 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
> 8041 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 
: 8048 - scrapped Broken Hill, NSW - July/August 2014 


QUBE Logistics 
U201 - sold to TransPerth - yet to be moved from storage Pinjarra 


CF4405 - ex stored Goulburn, NSW - transferred to Perth - 18/8/14 
— hired to Rio Tinto 


CF4406 — ex stored Goulburn, NSW - transferred to Perth - 18/8/14 
— hired to Rio Tinto 


GL103 — hired to QUBE Logistics - 8/8/14 
GL104 — hired to QUBE Logistics - 25/7/14 
GL109 — hired to QUBE Logistics - 8/8/14 
VL852 — hired to QUBE Logistics - 25/7/14 


Queensland Rail 

2152 — first used on Sunlander - 3/7/14 

2158 - first used on Sunlander - 6/7/14 

2163 — first used on Sunlander — 1/7/14 

2410 - first used on Sunlander - 1/7/14 

2413 - first used on Sunlander - 3/7/14 

2414 — first used on Sunlander - 6/7/14 

2471 — first used towing RTT through Mayne carwash — 2/8/14 


NOTE: All Aurizon locos acquired have been rebranded and had the “D” 
suffix removed. 


Pacific National (standard gauge) 

8144 — stored Werris Creek, NSW - 8/8/14 

8154 - stored Downer Rail, Cardiff, NSW - 13/8/14 
DL46 — stored Werris Creek, NSW - 8/8/14 

DL48 - stored Dynon depot, VIC - 23/5/14 

G519 - stored Dynon depot, VIC - 19/6/14 

G526 - stored Dynon depot, VIC - 19/6/14 
XRB560 - stored Port Augusta - 13/8/14 


LOCOMOTIVES TO/FROM STO. 


Aurizon (QLD & WA narrow gauge) 
DFZ2401 — stored Forrestfield, WA — 6/6/14 
DFZ2403 -— stored Forrestfield, WA - 6/6/14 


DFZ2404 — stored Forrestfield, WA - 6/6/14 ; ; ; 
Tasmanian Railway (TasRail) 


D2020 — stored East Tamar - 1/7/14 
D2021 - stored East Tamar - 8/8/14 
MKA2131 - stored East Tamar - 31/7/14 amended 
MKA2133 — stored East Tamar - 31/7/14 amended 
MKA2138 — stored East Tamar - 15/7/14 amended 


Aurizon (standard gauge) 
LZ3105 — stored Forrestfield - July 2014 
L3113 - stored Forrestfield - July 2014 
L3116 - stored Forrestfield - July 2014 


CFCL Australia 
C502 - standby at Cardiff for SSR 
C508 — standby at Cardiff for SSR 
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Updated: 31 August 2014, by Tony Burgess [Issue 28] 


. A66 stands between two stored Pacific National A class at South Dynon on 11 August 2014. 
. Image by Brian Gamble 


October 2014 : Australian Railways Illustrated : {45} 


: STATE NEWS 


New South Wales 


METROPOLITAN REPORT 

New PN shunt loco for Pt Kembla, PB1, 
arrived at Chullora for weighing behind 8121 
as D951 from the Inner Harbour wharf on 16 
July. A series of speed and brake trials were 
undertaken on the night of 21-22 July as D141- 
148 between Blacktown and Springwood 
before PB1 departed Chullora hauling light 
attached 8121 and twelve empty steel wagons 
as a load trial on 1921 to Cringila at 00:45 on 
24 July. 

RL303 hauled carriages XL2229/ 
XAM2176 from a derailment in Melbourne as 
2112 from Goulburn on 25 July to the Meek’s 
Road XPT depot. 


ILLAWARRA REPORT 

Late on 10 July, 9313/9310/9317/8201 
departed Pt Kembla at the head of 6WP2 to 
Melbourne via Chullora. Late the next night 
MC91 for Metropolitan Colliery departed 

Inner Harbour being worked by 9304 and 
9307 in push/pull mode. Two interesting work 
trains arrived at locations on the Illawarra Line 
from Chullora late on 12 July, a Robel railset 
arrived at Helensburgh as M101 behind G514 
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whilst M123 spoil train arrived at Coalcliff 
behind G513/B61. TM71/72 to Tahmoor 

and return departed Inner Harbour as 9304/ 
train/ 8239/8211 on 17 July. 8157/48101/ 
48213/8163/8184 departed Nowra at the 
head of 9537 to Gunnedah late on 27 July. 
The interesting combination of 8156/BL26/ 
DL45/48140 departed Pt Kembla leading 
9833 empty ore to Goonumbla on 11 August. 
NR121/NR32/81 42 arrived at Cringila leading 
2928 limestone from Medway on 26 August. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

On 10 July, 1253 arrived at Glenlee from 
Yennora behind 42107/X53/X54. 42107 later 
returned to Yennora working 2154 whilst X54 
was attached to LDP002/ LDP004 on 4BM7. 
Although X54 was to have been detached 

at Goulburn it stayed on the train after the 
lead loco experienced problems. 4BM7 was 
stabled at Yass Jct at 21:45 that night as X54 
was also having problems. CF4405/ CF4406/ 
CM3304 arrived early the next afternoon as 
D217 from Goulburn with the lead two locos 
later heading for Melbourne with 4BM7 whilst 
CM3304 towed X54 back to Goulburn as 


October 2014 


QUBE Logistics services Viterra’s grain malting facility at Minto in the south - western suburbs of Sydney. Here 1107/1106 work 1241 grain 
empties to Goulburn from Minto to stable on Monday 4 August 2014. 
Image by Steve Hall 


D218. On 15 July, 2MB7 arrived at Glenlee 
behind 6007/LDP007/LDP009/CF4406/ 
CF4405 with the train later departing for 
Acacia Ridge behind the two LDP class 
locos. CF4405/CF4406 were attached to 
Melbourne bound 2BM7 (LDP006/ LDP004) 
before being replaced at Goulburn by X54 
that evening. X54 was detached from the 
LDP004/LDP006 led 4MB7 at Glenlee on 
17 July. Also on 15 July, CM3306/CM3304 
loaded 2311 from Goulburn/3112 to Minto 
at Garoolgan. Later that evening 8230 failed 
between Tallong and Wingello whilst working 
8932 from Goonumbla. 8111 later arrived at 
the scene as D932 from Moss Vale to assist 
the train to Pt Kembla. 

On 16 July, 8160/48153/48160 arrived 
at The Rock working 3331 from Cootamundra 
and after the rear two locos loaded the train 
at Kengol, 8160 was re-attached before 3332 
returned to Cootamundra. Also on this day 
G513/ B61 loaded twelve NGXH and nine 
NGVF wagons as 1379 from and 3176 to 
Enfield at Quandialla. Wagons were loaded 
on 1379 from and 3176 to Enfield at Junee 
Sub/ Terminal, Coolamon and Narrandera 


on 21 July with G514/B61/G513 being the 
locos involved. At 06:45 on 24 July, GL110/ 
GL105 departed Goulburn hauling thirty-six 
WGBY wagons to Mallala via Broken Hill and 
Two Wells, to reverse. Also on this day RL303 
hauled GML10 plus XPT trailer cars XL2229/ 


XAM2176 into Junee as 5MS8 from Melbourne. 


After GML10 was detached the train later 
continued to Goulburn. GML10 was towed 
from Junee to Parkes as D314 by 864 on 26 
July with 864 arriving back at Junee as D813 
later that day. 

EL52 arrived at Berrima Jct behind 8139 
working 1235 from Clyde on 25 July before it 
headed to Goulburn as D227 four days later 
for storage. 

VL352/VL353 departed Goulburn with 
the box grain rake to Oaklands via Benalla as 
3CM4 on 28 July. The return 3MC5 arrived at 
Yass Jct on 30 July with 1106/1107 running as 
DMC5 from Goulburn to assist the train which 
departed at 1110. After the two VL class locos 
were detached at Goulburn the train headed 
for Minto as 2112 early the next morning before 
arriving back as 1241 later that afternoon. 
Ardlethan loaded eleven and Barellan thirty-one 
wagons as 1379/3176 from and to Enfield 
with G514/4910/4904/G513 on 29 July. Two 
trains loaded on the Boree Creek branch on 
this day after 8174/ 48160/481583 arrived at 
The Rock working 3331 from Cootamundra. 


Earlier that morning 8143/48208/48211/ 
48216/48209 arrived at The Rock working 
3321 from Cootamundra. The 81 class locos 
were detached from both trains before they 
loaded at Kengol and Lockhart respectively. 
8143 assisted 3332 north from The Rock 
that afternoon with 8174 assisting 3322 to 
Cootamundra the next afternoon. 

44209 ran as D270 from Canberra to 
Goulburn on 30 July to haul the “Boyd Munro” 
train back to the nation’s capital as 2271 
later that day. On 31 July, 1107/1106 loaded 
2311 from and 3212 to Goulburn box grain at 
Grong Gong while G514/B61 loaded 1379 
from and 3176 to Enfield at Temora Sub/ 
Terminal and Ardlethan. 

On 3 August, 8160 ran as D333 from 
Cootamundra to Caragabal to attach a wagon 
rake before heading for Boree Creek, attaching 
48205/48204/48215/ 48217 at Cootamundra 
en-route that night. 44202 arrived at Goulburn 
with ten container wagons as 1211 from 
Botany on 4 August. 

A JHR ballast program commenced on 
7 August after 48836/48s34/48s33 arrived 
at Temora working 3M38 from Parkes. The 
train was loaded at Mirrool the next day as 
3M37 which then ran to Griffith where it was 
reversed to head for Murrami as 3M38. Ballast 
was unloaded between Yanco and Narrandera 
as 3M34 on 9 August before the train ran 
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STATE NEWS: 


to Goolgowi as 3M33. After some wagon 
maintenance the train ran to various locations 
on the way to Hillston on 13, 14 and 15 August 
before heading to Mirrool as 3M34 during the 
afternoon. As 48s36 needed repairs the three 
locos ran as D338 to Parkes on 16 August with 
48s33/48s28/48s34 arriving back as D340 
that evening. 

On 7 August another box grain departed 
Goulburn for Oaklands as 5VM4 behind 
VL352/GL103. The return 6MV3 arrived 
back at Goulburn on 8 August. GL104/ 
GL109 arrived at The Rock working 5MC5 
from Melbourne on 8 August. The train was 
loaded at Kengol by at least 872/4836 before 
heading back to Victoria as 7CM4 the next 
morning. Also on 8 August, 5MC3 from Murtoa 
(forty VHAF wagons of barley) arrived at 
Cootamundra behind 8111/G537/8123. After 
the rear loco was detached the train continued 
its journey to Werris Creek as 3821 as far 
as Parkes. The now empty train arrived back 
at Cootamundra with the same two locos as 
8324/8522 on 11 August before heading back 
to Murtoa as 3CM4 the next morning. 

On 10 August, CF4412/CF4411 arrived 
at Junee as D261 from Goulburn with 
CF4405/CF4406 running the opposing trip 
as D362. Earlier that morning 7MB7 arrived 
at Glenlee behind LDP007/LDP003/LDP001 
with the rear loco being replaced by 


Emerging from the Picton Tunnel, G513/B61/G514 work 3176 grain from Narrandera to Weston’s Milling at Enfield on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 
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Image by Chris Jones 


X53/X54 before the train continued its journey 
to Acacia Ridge. Three days later both X 

class locos were in turn replaced by 6007 on 
3BM7 (6028) at Glenlee. G514/G513/B61 
loaded 1379 from and 3176 to Enfield at ABA 
Coolamon on 11 August. Also on this day 
8177/48213/48203/48208/48205 arrived at 
The Rock working 3321 from Cootamundra. 
After 8177 was detached the train ran to 
Boree Creek to load 3322 which arrived back 
late that night. After 8177 was derailed in 

the yard the train was stabled before 3331 
from Cootamundra arrived behind 8148/ 
8138/8175 the next morning. 8148 was then 
detached to assist the five locos to work 3322 
back to Cootamundra whilst in what is thought 
to be the first use of “big” locos on this branch 
8138/8175 proceeded to load 3331/32 at 
Kengol. 8146/8110 loaded another 3331/32 
from and to Cootamundra at Kengol on 19 
August whilst 8152/8184 did the same one 
week later. 

Solo GL104 arrived at The Rock working 
3MC5 on 13 August with at least 852/4836 
loading 3317/18 at Kengol before assistance 
arrived. Later that day CM3306/VL353 
departed Goulburn as D261 to The Rock 
although the locos were turned on the triangle 
at Cootamundra on the way. After CM3306 
was detached at Junee VL353 continued its 
journey before assisting GL104 to work 4CM4 
to Melbourne the next morning. Members of 
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On the approach to Bargo, NR28/NR19 work 2PS7 express service from Perth 
repainted to a modified Pacific National blue and yellow livery. 


the AN loco class working as “bank” engines 
crossed at Bargo at 1355 on 13 August when 
1PS6 passed behind NR47/NR34/AN6 and 
in the opposite direction NR100/NR43/ AN9 
passed with 4NY3 to Pt Augusta. 

Another load of barley for Werris Creek 
arrived at Cootamundra as 4MC3 from Murtoa 
behind G537/8111 on 14 August before later 
attaching two wagons of wheelsets plus four 
empty NGPF wagons to continue its journey as 
3821 to Parkes. 

After VL352 failed at Wyalong working 
3212 from the nearby AWA facility a few days 
earlier, CM3306 ran as D362 from Junee 
to Wyalong on 15 August to assist GL103 
work the train to Goulburn. Also on this day 
CM3301/CM3303 worked 2M32 empty 
ballast from Goulburn to the new Lynwood 
facility near Marulan. After the train was loaded 
the next morning it continued to the Mittagong- 
Aylmerton area to unload that afternoon and 
again on 17 August, stabling overnight at 
Mittagong. The train returned to Lynwood as 
2M31 that afternoon to be stabled with the 
locos then returning to Goulburn as DM31. 
48216/48209/48211/48201 loaded 3321 
from Cootamundra at Lockhart on 17 August. 
The return 3322 terminated at The Rock before 
the locos ran back to Cootamundra as D332. 
Also on this day 8111/48144/G537 arrived at 
Cootamundra working 8324/5823 from Werris 
Creek via Parkes. Next morning found 8111/ 
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to Sydney on Thursday 31 July 2014. NR28 has since been 


G537 running as D337 to The Rock to take the 
loaded grain to Geelong as 2CM5. 

CF4406/CF4405/C508/C502 departed 
Goulburn as D270 to Chullora early on 18 
August. The next day found CM3306/GL103 
loading 2311 from and 3212 to Goulburn box 
grain at Garoolgan and G513/B61/G514 
loaded forty of the forty-two wagons at ABA 
Coolamon as 1379 from and 3176 to Enfield. 
Also on this day 8142 arrived at Cootamundra 
working SK81 AK car tour from Sydney. 
48153/48160 took over the next day for the 
run to Boree Creek as SK81 and the return 
SK82 to Junee from where the locos ran as 
D322 to Cootamundra. 48201/48211 ran 
as D321 from Cootamundra to Junee on 21 
August before working the train to Hillston as 
SK81 whilst on the following day the train ran 
as SK82 to Murrami where it reversed to form 
SK83 back to Griffith. After again reversing 
SK84 ran to Temora to reverse and head to 
Wyalong as SK85. On 23 August the train ran 
to Lake Cargellico-Ungarie-Naradhan-Temora 
as SK81-84 before heading for Parkes as 
SK81 the next day, although 48211 failed and 
was detached at Caragabal en-route. 

GL109 was transferred from Melbourne 
to Junee behind CF4411/CF441 2 working 
4MC1 on 20 August with GL104 receiving 
the same treatment on 3MC1 six days later. 
48s534/48s28/48s33 commenced an almost 
daily ballast train program from Mirrool on 19 


August. Over the next 11 days the train ran 
return trips to Ariah Park, Temora, Beckom, 
Ardlethan, Kamarah, Moombooldool, Garoolgan 
and Yenda. Another load of barley for Werris 
Creek arrived at Cootamundra as 4MC5 
behind G537/8111 on 23 August, with the rear 
loco being replaced by 8138 before the train 
later ran as far as Goobang Jct as 3821. The 
return 8324 arrived at Cootamundra behind 
G537/8184 two days later with 8184 being 
replaced by 8111 before the train headed for 
Lillimur as 7CM7 at 16:30 that afternoon. 

On 24 August, CM3306/GL103/GL106 
arrived at Temora working 2311 from Goulburn 
to load at the nearby Brabham’s loading point. 
GL106 was detached from the return 3212 at 
Cootamundra to run as D361 to Junee. 

Four day later, GL106 ran as D362 
to Cootamundra to attach to the lead of 
the CM3305/CM3306 leading 2311 from 
Goulburn to load the return 3212 to Goulburn 
at Temora Sub/Terminal. CM3301/CM3303 
departed Goulburn as D234 to the Lynwood 
facility near Marulan. For the next three days 
the locos unloaded 2M32/31 from and to 
Lynwood ballast services in the Bundanoon 
area, in push/pull mode whilst on 29 August 
the unloading took place near Marulan. After 
sixteen wagons were detached at Wyalong to 
load from the G514/B61/G513 led 1379 from 
Enfield on 26 August this left a further twenty- 
six to load as 3176 to Enfield at Ungarie. 


On 28 August, GL104 ran as D361 from 
Junee to The Rock to assist VL353 which had 
arrived earlier that morning working 5MC5 
from Melbourne. The locos loaded 3317/18 to 
Yerong Creek at Kengol, this being the first use 
by QUBE of heavy locos at this location. The 
loaded train departed as 5CM4 to Melbourne 
at 2355 that night. Also on 28 August yet 
another load of barley for Werris Creek arrived 
at Cootamundra, this time behind G530/ 
BL31 with the train later heading to Parkes as 
3821. G513/B61 loaded twelve wagons on 
1379 from Enfield at Ardlethan on 29 August 
before loading the other eight wagons at AWB 
Stockinbingal on the way back to Enfield as 
3176. Early that morning a load of wheat for 
Moree departed Cootamundra as 3821 to 
Parkes behind 8176/8146 with 48211 being 
later attached at Caragabal. 


WESTERN REPORT 

On 10 July, 44206 departed Lithgow with 

an empty railset as 7879 to Bathurst. After 

the train was loaded it later headed for 
Carrington as 7478/4M45, attaching 44204 

in the lead at Lithgow en-route. Two days later 
48211/48213/48201/ 48204 loaded 8821 
from and 8822 to Parkes at Tottenham. Long 
end leading NR89Q departed Parkes hauling the 
railpairs as 8844 to Bathurst on 14 July with 
8248 doing the same run one week later. 2210 
departed Broken Hill working WK82 AK car 
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tour to Ivanhoe on 15 July before continuing to 
Parkes the next day. The train headed for Albury 
as WK82 on 17 July. T8363 hauled some coal 
wagons from Lithgow to Lidsdale triangle and 
return to turn them on 17 July. 

After a trial period using CM class locos 
on the SSR Kelso-Botany services things 
returned to normal on 20 July after 44204/ 
GM27/S302/44206 ran as D777 from 
Lithgow to Kelso. CM3301/CM3308 later ran 
as D778 to Enfield (for Goulburn), attaching 
GM22/S317/4904 at Lithgow en-route. 

After problems developed with 44204, 1877 
from Cooks River was noted arriving at Kelso 
with the remarshalled combination of GM27/ 
S302/44206/44204 on 22 July. Also on this 
day BKOO2 arrived at Lithgow as D272 from 
Braemar via Moss Vale and the Granville Y-link 
before making the opposite run as D772 the 
next day. PN commenced a new log container 
service between Kelso and Botany on 21 July 
after 8148/8161 arrived with the empty wagon 
rake as 1821 from Clyde before heading for 
Botany as 8122 that evening. 8141/8161 
were noted working the services two days later. 
1445/1440 loaded 1867 from Sydney/8868 
to Mungeribar at Auscott on 25 July before 

the locos headed to Narromine as D868. The 
locos ran as D867 back to Mungeribar three 
days later to work 8168 to Botany, attaching 
442s1 in the lead at Narromine en-route. 8037 
towed GML10 to Broken Hill as D863 on 31 


Nominally operating three return services each week, QUBE Logistics operates a service to the Auscott facility on the Warren branch where 
containerised cotton is loaded. On Wednesday 30 July 2014, outbound service 1867 approaches Mungeribar, between Narromine and Trangie, behind 
MZ1445/8037/MZ1440. 
Image by Peter Attenborough 
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July before it arrived back at Parkes as D864 at 
12:30 the next day. 

GL105/GL110 arrived at Goobang Jct at 
07:50 hauling thirty-six WGBY wagons from 
Mallala via Two Wells as 7AV4 on 27 July. After 
reversing at this location the train headed for 
AWB Bellata an hour later. 44204 and S302 
were detached from 1877 from Cooks River 
at Lithgow on 29 July leaving GM27/44206 
to work the train to Kelso. 44204/S302/ 

T3638 arrived at Kelso the next day as D777 
from Lithgow to assist 8178 to Botany that 
evening. 44204 again played up so 1877 that 
arrived at Kelso on 31 July was marshalled as 
GM27/44204/T363/S302/44206. 

2VA3 empty grain from AWB Bellata 
stabled at Dubbo behind GL110/GL105 
on 29 July. Two additional WGBY’s and six 
WGSY wagons arrived at Parkes behind 8145 
as 6MG7 from Melbourne on 2 August. The 
empty rake departed Dubbo for Crystal Brook 
as 1FA3 the following day behind VL357/ 
GL105 with the eight additional wagons being 
attached at Parkes as the train was reversed. 

On 31 July an empty rake of COYY 
wagons arrived at Parkes Sub/Terminal from 
Sydney as 1883 behind EL63/C505, with the 
two units then running as D881 to Parkes loco 
depot. Five days later EL63/C510 ran as D882 
to the Sub/Terminal to work the train to Warren 
South as 8881. Also on 31 July, 8825/26 from 
Parkes to the Elura mine to the west of Cobar 
and return were worked by 8101. One week 
later these services were worked by 8129 after 
the wagons had arrived from Broken Hill the 
previous day as 8828 behind NR120. 1863 
from Clyde arrived at the Fletcher's facility east 
of Dubbo late on 2 August behind RL305/ 
RL303/8049/VL357. G513/4910/4904 
arrived at Lithgow working 1779 from Enfield 


namesake town. 
Image by Peter Attenborough 


{ 50 } Australian Railways Illustrated 


Image by Steve Hall 


on 3 August. The train departed for AWB 
Narwonah as 7879 behind G513/4917/4904 
at 00:05 on 5 August. Also on 3 August, 

8037 ran as D816 from Parkes to Red Bend 
to attach CQJY2411 to haul it to Forbes as 
8815 before the loco returned to Parkes as 
D815 that afternoon. The next loaded grain 
from South Australia, 2AV4 from Crystal Brook 
arrived at lvanhoe on 5 August behind VL3857/ 
GL105. Due to problems with the lead loco 
8037 was sent from Parkes as D861 to assist 
with the train arriving at Goobang Jct at 17:40. 
The train was reversed before it departed for 
Fletcher’s near Dubbo as GL105/VL357/8037 
with 1440 being attached at Narromine that 
night. RL302/442s1 ran light engine from 


Although export grain movements have all but ceased in New South Wales due to the poor harvest, 
some domestic grain movements still occur. On Wednesday 30 July 2014, 8834 grain approaches Peak 
Hill behind 8151/48103, with its distinctive yellow-liveried hoppers, bound for the Manildra plant in its 
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Not long after sunrise, NR29/NR19 work 9227 empty limestone to the quarry at Marulan South as 
they ascend Exeter Bank on Thursday 17 July 2014. 


Dubbo to Fletcher's the next day with 1440 
then towing VL357 to Nevertire as D867 to 
attach 1428 plus a wagon rake to head for 
Auscott as 8867 to load 8168 for Botany. 
442s1 and RL302 had arrived at Dubbo 
that morning behind RL303/305 working 
1811 from Clyde to Narromine. The train 
departed Fletcher's for AWB Bellata behind 
RL302/442s1/8037/GL105 that afternoon and 
was noted crossing JHR’s 3M36 ballast from 
West Tamworth to Parkes (48s33/34/36/35) 
at Merrygoen. 48s35 was detached from 
this empty ballast service at Parkes the next 
morning before the train continued to Temora. 
EL63/C510 working 8881 from Parkes 
Sub-Terminal to Warren South crossed 8868 
from Auscott to Narromine (1440/1428) at 
Nevertire at 13:45 on 5 August. 8230 arrived 
at Parkes early that morning with an all empty 
wagon rake as 9833 from Pt Kembla with the 
train returning to Pt Kembla (still all empty) 
four days later. At 23:00 on 7 August two 
grain rakes involved in the transport of wheat 
from the Western District to Moree crossed 
at Narromine. 8167/8113 were working 5821 
empty from Werris Creek to Parkes whilst 
8110/8148 were working the opposite loaded 
8522. Earlier that afternoon NR97/NR101/ 
NR19 working 4YN2 failed at Borenore around 
15:40. AN6 later ran as DYN2 from Goobang 
Jct to the rear of the train from where it was 
attached for the run through to Bathurst 
departing at 20:00. NR101 was detached 
at this location and AN6 placed as the third 
unit. With both trains loading for Manildra on 
8 August, 8130/48152 loaded 8835/36 from 
and to Parkes at Quandialla whilst at Caragabal 
8126/48159 loaded the similar 8833/34. 
8037/GL105/442s1/RL302 arrived at 
Dubbo as 5VF3 from AWB Bellata at 17:00 


on this day. After 8037 had been detached 
the train departed for Crystal Brook behind 
RL302/442s1/GL105 as 1FA3 two days 
later with the train reversing at Goobang Jct 
en-route. The locos were remarshalled at the 
time with the train departing at 19:45 behind 
442s1/GL105/RL302. 

At 10:00 on 10 August, Goobang Jct 
was home to ANS, AN6 and AN&Q, all acting 
as “bank” engines for interstate services. Also 
on this day, 8230 ran as D823 from Parkes 
to Mickibri to attach an empty ore rake before 
heading for Broken Hill as 4827, attaching 
8129 at Parkes whilst the train was reversing. 
Both locos arrived back at Parkes the next 
day with the loaded 8426 before heading for 
Morandoo. 4835 for Cobar departed Nyngan 
on 12 August as 8248/train/8107 with the 
rear loco and half the train being detached at 
Hermidale to load 8824 back to Nyngan. 

On 13 August, 2AV4 from Crystal Brook 
arrived at Goobang Jct behind GL105/442s1/ 
RL302 but on this occasion it was RL302 that 
was dead. It was then replaced by 44202 for 
the run to Fletcher's, departing at 14:15, where 
VL354 was attached for the run to Werris 
Creek. At 19:45 that evening 8522 for Werris 
Creek departed Parkes behind DL45/8167 
(dead)/8140 but alas it only travelled as far 
as Goobang Jct like this. By the time it again 
departed, 8140 had been placed in the lead. 


Both mines had a train loading at Cobar 
on 14 August with 8113 loading 8825/26 
from and to Parkes at Elura whilst RL801/ 
RL304 were loading 8847 from Dubbo/8446 
to Carrington at the CSA facility. 8049/RL305 
ran as D812 from Narromine to Parkes on 15 
August with 8049 heading for Broken Hill as 
D863 the next day to assist GML10 on ARTC 
ballast duties. 

After 8824 from Hermidale (8107) and 
8436 from Cobar (8248) were amalgamated at 
Nyngan the previous day to continue working 
8436 to Morandoo 8107 was replaced by 
8156 at Narromine early on 16 August. 

8107 was later forwarded to Parkes with 
8151/48156 on 8834 which loaded at AWB 
Narwonah on the way south. Also on this day 
G537/48144/8111 arrived at Parkes working 
5823 from Werris Creek with this train later 
forming 8324 to Cootamundra. 

NR62/NR113/AN6/CF4406/CF4405 
arrived at Goobang Jct at the head of 2SP7 
from Chullora on 19 August. AN6 was 
detached before the train departed for Perth 
from where the two rear locos were road 
hauled to Rio Tinto in the state’s north-west. 
Also on this day 1877 from Botany arrived at 
Kelso behind GM27/ GM10/S302/44204 
and 1881/8182 from and to Sydney loaded 
at Warren South with C505/C510. XRNO20/ 
XRNO22/XRNO27 arrived at the Baal Bone 
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balloon loop as D482 from Broadmeadow on 
20 August. After attaching to a wagon rake, 
7582 departed for Carrington at 06:30 the next 
morning. CAO5 from Newstan/CA06 to NCIG 
loaded at Clarence behind C503/GM22/S317/ 
G511/BRMO001 on 21 August. 

On 24 August, 48211/48201 arrived 
at Parkes working SK81 AK car tour from 
Temora. After a loco change the cars departed 
for Orange behind 8130 as WK82, arriving 
back as WK81 the next morning. 8130 was 
then replaced by 48162/48152 before the 
train continued to Cobar, returning to Dubbo 
as WK82 on 26 August. After another loco 
change (to 8148, which had arrived with 
8255/ 8250 working 4835 from Morandoo 
to Hermidale that day) NK82/NK83 ran to 
Gulgong and return on 27 August before 
stabling at Stuart Town at 01:30 the next 
morning and continuing to Sydney as WK82 
at 09:10 that morning. 48152/48162 were 
attached to 5821 empty grain from Werris 
Creek (8183) on 27 August. 

C510/C505 loaded 8882 to Trangie 
at Warren South on that day with the train 
reversing to arrive back at Warren South as 
8881 five days later to load 8182 for Botany. 
G513/4917/4904 loaded 1879 from and 8176 
to Enfield at Euabalong West on 22 August. 
GL109 arrived at Parkes as D314 from Junee 
on 23 August before heading to Broken Hill 


- Seen here near Ben Bullen on the former Mudgee line, C503/S317/GM27/BRM001/G511 work CB03 coal empties to Charbon Colliery on Tuesday 8 
- July 2014. 
: Image by Graham Cotterall 


October 2014 


Australian Railways Illustrated LSP} 


STATE NEWS 


freight to Kelso on Tuesday 8 July 2014. 
Image by Graham Cotterall 


as D863 the next day. It combined with 8049 
to work 8M22/21 to Darnick and return on 
26 August and 8M22/21 to Kaleentha and 
return three days later. On 25 August, RL305 
ran as D812 from Parkes to Narromine and 
RL306 was later attached to 8168 from 
Auscott (VL854/1434) at Narromine to be 
later detached at Goobang Jct. Also on this 
day, BL33/DL42/8132 loaded 8934 for Pt 
Kembla at Blayney and 8178 for Pt Botany 
departed Kelso behind 44204/S302/GM10/ 
GM27. GM10 was replaced by 44206 on 
the return 1877 from Pt Botany at Lithgow 
the next day. NR34 arrived at Parkes from 
Broken Hill as 8828 on 27 August with the 
wagons heading for Cobar that night as 8825 
behind 8130. Early on 28 August, EL63/ 
C505/C510 arrived at Parkes Sub/Terminal 
working 1881 from Cooks River before the 
locos later ran as D881 to Parkes loco. Late 
on 28 August, C503/BRM002/BRM001/ 
C508 arrived at Clarence working CAO5 
from Broadmeadow to load CA06 to NCIG 
the next morning. DL42 was back at Blayney 
on 29 August when it combined with 8103 
and 8180 to load 9835/8934 from and to Pt 
Kembla. A shorter than usual 8178 for Botany, 
consisting of only fourteen wagons, departed 
Kelso behind 44206/GM27 on 29 August. 
8176/ 48211/8146 arrived at Parkes at the 
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head of 3821 from Cootamundra on this day 
with 48162 being attached before the train 
continued to Werris Creek as 8522. 


NORTH-WESTERN REPORT 
On 12 July an extra cotton service arrived 
at Narrabri West as 1583 from Sydney 
behind EL63/C510. The train loaded as 
5583 the next morning before heading 
for Botany as 5184 that afternoon. The 
JHR ballast program continued with 48s's 
36, 35, 34 and 33 loading 5M38/37 from 
and to Kootingal at Belgamba on 12 July 
before the train was unloaded on the way 
to Armidale as 5M37 the next day. The 
now empty 5M38 departed for Kootingal 
that afternoon and after stabling overnight 
headed for Narrabri West on 14 July, 
detaching 48s35 at Werris Creek en-route. 
Another load of grain for Moree arrived at 
Werris Creek as 8522 from Parkes behind 
8141/48144/48213/48211 on 13 July. The 
train continued to Moree as 5521 late that 
night behind 8160/8141/8143. Also on this 
day DL46/48162/8171 arrived at Werris 
Creek working WC801 from Kooragang with 
all three locos working the return WS802 the 
next day. 

The John Holland Rail ballast program 
based from Narrabri West commenced from 
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early on 15 July when 48s36/48s33/48s34 
departed working 5M39 to Walgett. 

After each reloading at Narrabri West the 
departures were as follows: to Walgett late 
17 and 19 July. Then late on 21 July, the 
departure was to Merrywinebone whilst early 
on 24 and 25 July they were to Burren Jct. 
On arrival back at Narrabri West on the last 
day the train later headed back to Kootingal, 
attaching 48s35 at Werris Creek en-route. 

On 23 July, WC801 from Kooragang 
Island arrived at Werris Creek behind 
DL46/48162/48130/8149 with all but 
48130 later working the return WS802. The 
25 July was an interesting day in the area 
with G513/4910/4904 loading 1579 from 
Enfield/5476 to Broadmeadow at Gurley, 
5032/5026 loaded NB949/950 from and to 
NCIG at Narrabri balloon loop whilst 5006/5002 
arrived to load NB923 from Pt Waratah. 

To start an ARTC ballast program 
8030/8044 arrived at Emerald Hill working 
5M21 from Carrington on 25 July. There was 
a three way cross at 15:57 that afternoon 
with 5M21 stabled in the silo road whilst 
8138/48144 working 5538 grain from Edgero! 
to Gunnedah was in the loop as EA2501/ 
EC2524 ran through on Moree bound NP43. 
The ballast program kicked off on 28 July when 
the train unloaded as 5M21 to Milguy. 


After reloading, 5M22/23 ran to Turrawan and 
return the next day and to Gurley and return on 
30 July. The following day saw the train arrive 
at the present day terminus of the line at North 
Star as 5M21 before returning to Emerald Hill 
as 5M22 and then on to Werris Creek on 1 
August as 5M24. 

With each train loading at Belgamba 
being worked in push/pull mode south from 
West Tamworth the usual four suspects 
departed Kootingal as 5M38 and the return 
9M37 on 26, 29 and 31 July and on 2 and 4 
August. The train unloaded, also in push/pull 
mode to Tintinhull and return on 28 and 30 
July and to the Nemingha-Tamworth area on 1 
and 3 August. Two days later 5M38 ran from 
Kootingal to Warrigundi in push/pull mode 
before returning to West Tamworth as 5M37. 
Then the train ran as 5M36 to Belgamba to 
load 5M35 back to Kootingal. 5M38 departed 
the next morning unloading just north of 
Tamworth before the locos were remarshalled 
at West Tamworth due to problems with lead 
loco 48s34. 

On 27 July, 8126/48138/8127 worked 
another 5521 from Werris Creek to Moree 
with grain destined for Queensland. Late 
on 2 August, 8148/48214/8167 repeated 
the process with another 5521, whilst 
8110/8148/48138 worked the train six 
nights later. Two Aurizon coal rakes crossed 
at Chilcott’s Creek, the trains being the 


5006/5002 led NB919 to the Narrabri 
balloon loop and the opposite 5032/5026 
led NB938 to NCIG. 9209/9214 arrived 
at Werris Creek on 4 August for a stint 
of banking duties, running as D403 from 
Pt Waratah. They exercised said duties 
from 7-12 and 14-18 August. 8030/8044 
departed Werris Creek working 5M21 to 
Premer on 18 August, unloading on the way. 
Loading at Premer on each occasion the 
train then ran a series of ballast services in 
the area. 5M40/41 ran to Spring Ridge and 
return on 5 August, to Binnaway and return 
as 5M41/42 on 6, 7 and 8 August and to 
Merrygoen and return on 11 August. The 
next day saw the train run as 5M41 to stable 
at Birriwa overnight before departing for 
Carrington as 4M42 on 13 August, unloading 
between Gulgong and Ulan en-route. 
WH001/TT111/WH0O02 loaded NB905 
from Greta/NB906 to NCIG at the Narrabri 
balloon loop on 8 August. With the rear two 
locos heading for storage 8172/48101/ 
DL46/8144 arrived at Werris Creek as D457 
from Morandoo on 8 August. FreightLiner 
ran two additional cotton trains to load at 
Wee Waa in August. EL63/C510 arrived 
working 1583 from Sydney on 9 August 
before heading for Pt Botany working the 
return 5184 the next afternoon. Then on 17 
August, C505/C510 arrived working 1583 
to load the return 5184. Whilst 1583 was at 
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Narrabri West earlier that morning and 5184 
was there in the afternoon the regular 1581 
had arrived behind CF4407/CF4408, it being 
very unusual to have both FreightLiner cotton 
rakes there at the same time. 

Another load of grain for Moree arrived 
at Binnaway on 14 August behind 8140/ 
DL45/8167 but by this stage only the front 
loco was working. 8153 arrived as D552 from 
Werris Creek that afternoon to assist the train. 
The load of grain headed for Moree as 5521 
behind 8140/48101/8153 early the next 
morning with the empty heading for Parkes 
without 8153 as 5821 the next day. 

After the locos had been turned on the 
triangle at Binnaway on the way across from 
Dubbo, 44202/442s1/VL354/ GL105 arrived 
at Werris Creek with another 2AV4 from 
Crystal Brook late on 13 August. The train 
was then stabled there for a fortnight with the 
locos being disbursed onto other services. 
8145/81 79/81 63/8176 arrived at Werris 
Creek leading 9537 from Nowra on 15 
August with the train continuing to Gunnedah 
after the middle two units were detached. 
48138/48161 departed Werris Creek as 
D537 to Gunnedah late on 21 August before 
working 5537 to Beanbri to load the return 
0538. Repaired DL45 was attached to the 
8167/8140 led 9537 to Gunnedah at Werris 
Creek on 22 August. The load of grain from 
Crystal Brook that arrived at Werris Creek a 


Rounding a curve near Sodwalls, GM27/44204/S302/T363/44206 work 1877 freight to Kelso on Thursday 31 July 2014. 
Image by Jason Ferguson 
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fortnight earlier departed for AWB Bellata 
behind 1105/1103/1101 as 5513 early on 
27 August, with 1105 later running back to 
Narrabri West as D512. This left the other 
two locos to unload the train on 29 August 
before it headed to Goulburn as 5214 

that night. 


NEWCASTLE 

& NORTH COAST REPORT 

On 11 July, 8030/8044 worked 4M41/42 
from Carrington to Telarah and return the next 
morning while 8171/48162/DL46 arrived at 
Kooragang working 1421 from Enfield. 

On 14 July, 8030 ran as D463 from 
Cardiff to Pt Waratah to work 5M47 to 
Muswellbrook before continuing to Togar 
and return the next day. Two other work 
trains arrived at locations on the Ulan line 
late on 14 July for a work program during 
a track close down. With the rear loco 
being attached at Broadmeadow 5M75 
from Chullora arrived at Bylong behind 
44202/442s1/8044 whilst 5M79 from 
Chullora arrived at Wilpingjong behind 
8232/8226/8244. With the rear loco going 
off-hire from PN 4124 departed Morandoo for 
Clyde behind 8182/EL52 on 15 August. 

8120 hauled new loco MRLOOS5 from 
the UGL facility to Morandoo on 16 July. 

It commenced its delivery to Perth when 

it departed behind NR92/NR61/NR86/ 
NR47 on 5NY38 freight the next morning. 
Included in the load of 6NY3 from Morandoo 
on 18 July (NR48/NR118/AN6/NR28) 

was another Transperth three car EMU 
(BEA04101/BET06101/BEB05101). 


Image by Peter Attenborough 
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Ascending Whittingham Bank east of Singleton, DL42/DL46/48162 work WS802 box coal from Werris 


Creek to Kooragang Island on Friday 11 July 2014. 
Image by Andrew Rosenbauer 


Another additional Sandgate return service 
arrived at Sandgate as 1493 from Cooks 
River behind CF4402/CF4404 on 23 

July before the train departed for Botany 
as 4192 that evening. After arriving back 
with 1493 the next morning the now empty 
train ran as 4492 to Broadmeadow and 
later to Telarah as 4493 before the locos 
returned to Broadmeadow light engine. 
After failing, BRMOO1 was replaced by 
GM22/S317 to work CAO5 empty coal from 
NCIG to Clarence (C503/BRM002/G51 1) 
at Sulphide Jct on 23 July. 8030/8044 


44204 


asz204 F © = 


On Friday 18 July 2014, SSR operated a transfer service to move a new ballast cleaning rake from 
Carrington to the ARTC facility at East Greta Junction. Operating as 4471 freight and hauled by 
44204, the train is shown passing through Tarro. 


October 2014 


departed Carrington working 5M21 empty 
ballast to Emerald Hill on 25 July. After a 
program in the north-west of the state the 
train arrived back as 4M42 from Birriwa on 
13 August. 

6001 departed Carrington as D457 to 
Casino on 29 July to haul a coal wagon rake 
back to Carrington as 6458 the next day. 
LDP003/LDP007/X54/X58 arrived at Acacia 
Ridge leading 7MB7 on 11 August. The two 
X class locos returned to Glenlee behind 
6028 on 3BM7 the following evening. 
Another track closedown in the Hunter Valley 
area found 5M75 from Chullora arrive at 
Wilpingjong behind 1445/442s1/44202 on 
18 August with 8030/8044/1429 arriving at 
Bylong working 5M71 from Chullora. 44206 
arrived at East Greta Jct hauling BQDF2421 
from Lithgow as 7478 on 18 August. Both 
the loco and the wagon were used to trial a 
new out-of-gauge RM800 ballast cleaning 
machine with three further wagons to 
Singleton and return the next day. 

8248 departed Telarah hauling two 
railsets to Taree as 6M41 on 23 August, 
with one railset being detached before the 
train continued to Kendall to unload before 
returning to Taree as 6M42 that night. After 
the railsets were exchanged 6M41 headed for 
Raleigh the next morning, unloading at various 
locations on the way. 6M41 headed for Nana 
Glen on 24 August before reversing and 
heading for Carrington as 6M42, attaching 
the second railset at Taree en-route. 


With thanks to Laurie Anderson, 
Wayne Coleman, Rick Coles, Peter 
Cousins, Ken Davis, Darrell Gainey, 
John Hourigan, Dave Oliver, Ivar 
Sorrasson and Peter Sweetten. 
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QUBE Logistics is contracted by ARTC to provide hook and pull services for track maintenance trains. Here 8044/8030 work 6M24 ballast between Gap 
and Werris Creek on Friday 1 August 2014. 


Deep in the New England ranges near Woolbrook, 48S36/48s35/48s33/48s34 work 5M37 ballast towards Armidale on Sunday 13 July 2014. 
Both images by Paul Vanderstelt 
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The Appleton Dock — Merbein — Appleton 
Dock services, 9101/9102 continues to move 
tonnage from the Mallee area to Melbourne for 
export. On 14 July, 9101 service was worked 
by XR559/G525 whilst 9102 service on 16 
July was worked by G525/XR559/X43. On 11 
August, 9101 service was worked by G539/ 
X39/G542 and on 18 August, 9101 service 
departed with G522/G539/X44. 

Some grain continues to be discharged at 
Graincorp’s Geelong terminal and the Appleton 
Dock terminal from the Wimmera region with 
8145/G520 working 7788 grain from Murtoa 
on 15 July whilst two days later, G520/8145 
worked 7787 empties to Dimboola AWB 
returning to Appleton Dock two days later. On 
8 August, G540/G520/BL30 worked 7787 
empties to Dimboola AWB whilst on 13 August, 
8136/G520/BL30 worked 7733 empties to 
Lillimur, the last operable silo before the South 
Australian border. On 20 August, BL27/BL31/ 
G538/G520 departed Melbourne working an 
empty grain service to the Wimmera region. Two 
days later, 8136/G520 arrived at North Shore 
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working 7734 grain from Lillimur. 

A number of grain services were noted 
passing through Ballarat with XR558/XR552 
working 9121 empties to Maryborough on 15 
July. G536/X41/XR552 worked 9145 empties 
from Tottenham Yard to Quambatook on 11 
August whilst on 14 August, XR552/X41/ 
XR554 worked 9146 grain to Appleton Dock 
and on 28 August, BL32/XR557 worked 9151 
empties to Quambatook. 

An engine balance to Melbourne 
necessitated by servicing requirements saw 
3XW4 service worked by NR26/9311/NR74/ 
BL30/BL27 when noted passing through 
Inverleigh on 15 July. 

Due to a collision between a V/locity and 
a suburban service at Paisley, G531 worked 
9204 goods from Warrnambool via Ballarat on 
23 August. 


BENDIGO REPORT 


On 20 July, N455 suffered electrical issues 
causing it to be failed at Mystic Park whilst 
working 8026 service from Swan Hill to 
Melbourne. N469 was despatched from 
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The locomotive engineman has N457 running at track speed as 8011 Swan Hill passenger service negotiates the undulating topography at Woodvale on 
Saturday 2 August 2014. 
Image by Steve Molloy 


Melbourne light engine to haul the service back 
to Melbourne. 

On 17 August, XR553/XR552 were noted 
arriving at Bendigo working 9045 empties to 
Piangil whilst two days later, XR558/XR551 
arrived in Bendigo working 9054 grain from 
Elmore whilst the following day, G525/G542 
were noted at Swan Hill working 9050 grain 
after loading at Pianglil. 


NORTH EAST REPORT 
On 14 August, XR550/XR553 was noted at 
Seymour working 9352 grain from Tocumwal 
whilst later that night, G528/X43 worked 9305 
goods to Tocumwal. A week later saw 3XW4 
service worked by 9306/9309/931 4/9313 
suffer severe delays at Somerton due to a 
defective wagon. On 17 August, 2CM5 grain 
from The Rock was worked by 81 11/G537. 
QUBE Logistics Deniliquin service was 
noted passing through Seymour hauled by 
G515/G532 on 21 August whilst a week 
earlier, GL104/VL353 were noted at Mcintyre 
Loop working 7735 grain empties from 
Appleton Dock. 
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METROPOLITAN REPORT and the newly installed points on the flyover. G521 were noted working a late running 

After ST24 XPT service derailed on the flyover Various tests were conducted by engineers and 9471 service to Maryvale whilst on 18 August, 
between Southern Cross and South Dynon, V/ following consultation, the standard gauge line VL362/G512 worked 9471 service. 

Line operated a special test train consisting of was returned to service for V/Line services and With thanks to Steve Molloy, Geoff Hann, 
N453/PCJ493/SN15/N463 on 27 July testing later that week, The Overland was allowed to Graham Elliott, Peter Sweetten Ewan 

all points and crossings between Southern Cross use the line. On 13 August, VL362/G512/ McLean and James Brook 


. Awaiting departure from Dooen, CSR007 works 7922 freight to Melbourne on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 


. Image by James Brook 


Perfectly reflected in a lineside puddle, 2210 works MK81 test train to Oaklands seen here north of Sloane on Wednesday 23 July 2014. 
Image by Ewan McLean 


October 2014: Australian Railways Illustrated : {57} 


—_| 
= 
rm 
= 
MT 
= 


The two XPT passenger cars involved in the 11 July derailment on the North Melbourne flyover are seen near Broadford behind RL303/GML10 as they work 
5MS8 empty cars to Sydney on Thursday 24 July 2014. 
Image by Brad White 


_INDIAN' PACIFIC _ 


Rolling down through the passing lane at Tallarook, NR25/NR66/9309 work 3MB2 service to Brisbane on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 
Image by Geoff Hann 
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Passing over Schoolhouse Lane at Dysart, CF4405/CF4406/4836 work 5MC1 service to Harefield on Thursday 31 July 2014. 4836 had been in the Broadford 
area doing level crossing testing. 
Image by Geoff Hann 


Powering under the steam - era signal gantry, the only additions to it are the searchlight signals that replaced the semaphores in 1985, NR112 works 3MA8 
Overland westward through Lubeck on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 
Image by James Brook 


October 2014 Australian Railways Illustrated { 59 } 


The excess 


ing. 


ic 


ties away from Great Western Loop on Sunday 10 August 2014. 


is hauled by G537/8145/8131/G540/8137 as they descend the grade through Moorabool on Saturday 6 July 2014 
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Under a brilliant winter’s sky, G520/8137 load 9785 service with grain at Graincorp’s Warrackside siding just north of Warracknbeal on Thursday 3 July 2014. 
Image by James Brook 


nriiitsi 


Rolling through the 1860s built Ballarat station are XR558/XR559/X39 working 9150 grain from Sea Lake to Appleton Dock early on Wednesday 6 August 2014. 
Image by Lachlan Grant 
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Queensland 


Image by Bruce Russell 


CENTRAL REPORT 


3503 returned to coal service from 
Callemondah on 28 June, working EB17 
Curragh empties (351 8/3503/3551 ; 
3562/3541). 2411D hauled 3/PCUY of 
gypsum from Winton as 6391 on 29 June, 
the wagon loading increasing in size at 
Longreach. EF54 Kinrola to RG Tanna coal 
(3732/3750; 3707, 66 wagons) arrived at 
Golding on 29 June to unload. The consist’s 
subsequent departure as EB67 for Curragh 
still had only 66 wagons. This was the 
last run before the consist was broken 
up and merged into normal operations. 
2497H/2489H worked 8273 from Mount 
Miller on 1 July, with the train handed over to 
2816/2482D at Rockhampton, with vehicles 
2275 and 2260 for Yukan. 

1736/2346D worked 0356 
containerised sleepers from Parkhurst to 
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Rockhampton on 3 July. They had earlier 
worked OPS5 in the other direction, with 
empties to load. 

On 5 July, 2497H/2472D worked 
6W46 from Rockhampton, a day earlier than 
usual. 2497H was detached at Emerald, 
with 2493H added as a vehicle, to head 
to Winton. The train delayed at Emerald 
24 hours until late Sunday, to depart west. 
2353/2392 worked 6E20 grain empties 
from Mackay on 6 July. The train delayed at 
Rockhampton for three hours before heading 
west to Emerald. 2189F/2411D hauled 
65NO Stuart to Dinmore livestock from 
Rockhampton to Brisbane on 8 July, 2411D 
on its last run for Aurizon. 2360 hauled 
8G16 from Rockhampton to Gladstone with 
vehicles 3815, 3505 and 35382, the latter 
two returning from storage and repairs for 
re-entry to service. 
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2359D, the most recent and last of the 2300D overhauls, made its way north away from the West Moreton coalfields on Saturday 19 July 2014 (a month after 
its release), hauling 62N7 empty livestock to Townsville behind 2389, shown here between Marmor and Bajool. 


2806/1738D worked Y5C4 Clermont to 
Dinmore livestock train from Rockhampton 
to Brisbane on 10 July. 2806 had replaced 
92365 on the lead at Rockhampton, while 
another power change took place on arrival 
in Brisbane at Clapham yard, 2351/2491H 
working the last leg to Dinmore. 1758 
worked 6W46/6391 goods from Emerald to 
Longreach and return over 13-14 July. This 
was in place of 2493H, which worked it from 
Rockhampton to Emerald, and return. 2494H 
was a vehicle from Longreach on the 6391 
leg. 3515, 3516, 3542, 3551 and 3562 were 
stored at Callemondah on 24 July, with 3528 
removed from storage there to head north 
to Rockhampton Workshops for restoration 
to service. However, it was subsequently 
stored at Rockhampton on 7 August. At that 
stage 42 of the class were stored with 26 
active. This situation didn’t last long, with 


3527, 3547 and 3555 shown back in the 
active fleet on 11 August, and 3550, 3525 
and 3514 on 13 August, bringing the stored 
number back to 26. 3502 and 3553 were 
also reactivated on 18 August. 

In early August, a Goonyella consist 
was sent south to help out in Blackwater 
traffic. 3710/3717; 3711 were the locos 
involved, and unlike the other seven of 
the class in this area, they have been kept 
together. They worked a Lake Vermont train 
into Callemondah on 2 August and took up 
Blackwater duties from 3 August. This turned 
out to only be a short-term use, the consist 
departing on 8 August to return to Jilalan. 
Frequent infrastructure specials have been 
operating west of Emerald recently. On 13 
August, 2365/1753 were working ballast 
train OWB2 at Dillcar, between Longreach 
and Winton. After returning to Emerald early 
the next morning, they were turned around 
immediately to work a sleeper discharge 
train to nearby Anakie. 2171D/2208D ran 
as LQK5 from Gladstone to Belldeen on 
the Moura line on 21 August, to recover 16 
hoppers detached there, returning them 
as 9DK6. 


Image by Matt Green 


NORTHERN REPORT 
Ninth Newlands consist 9N36 (4115; 4044: 
4009, 82 wagons) departed Jilalan on 28 
June, heading to Coppabella. The same day, 
2179D/2476D loaded 9A95 with 19 wagons 
for Bowen Cokeworks at Newlands, 16 of 
which were the VAO wagon type. Newlands 
export consists have fluctuated between eight 
and nine recently. 4001 worked 9T01/9T02 
acid from Mount Isa to Phosphate Hill on 29 
June, with vehicle 4004, on 26/OSZY. 4001 
returned on 9M03/9M04, while 4004 worked 
9M07/9M08 from Phosphate Hill. Both trains 
had 26/OSZY. The same day, 2849 ran as 
LQ74 from Stuart to Giru, to rescue 6J73 
Kalamia sugar, after its loco 2192F failed on 
the Barratta to Giru section. Eventually, 6J73 
arrived at Stuart yard, where 2194F took over 
the train. 

2387/2482D worked 65NO Cattletrain 
from Stuart on 30 June, on 42 wagons for 
Dinmore. 11 KLEX were included. 4013 
worked a 2800 tonne 6M54 from Townsville 
Jetty on 1 July, including the coke container 
consist. On 2 July, 2199F/2198F worked 
6274 Proserpine sugar from the mill to 
Mackay. Further north, 2843/2803 departed 
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Stuart with 60 empties for Mount Isa as 
9M62, 37 of the wagons being GNZ type. 
2843/2803 worked 9Y63 Sunmetals ore from 
Mount Isa on 3 July, with 60 loaded wagons. 
PN ran an unusual service on the Mount Isa 
line on 17 July, when 8320 towed crew car 
RZNY 1 from Stuart as 9E22 for Cloncurry. 
This was due to the failure of crew car RZNY 
2 on 9M22 two days earlier, the Mount Isa 
bound empty ore train being worked by 8317, 
8319 and 8321. 9221 loaded ore from Mount 
Ilsa on 18 July had these three locos and two 
crew cars on the train. 

PN 8321 was noted undertaking 
clearance testing at the Cobarra rotary 
tippler on 22 July, possibly in preparation 
for a new PN traffic. It ran as LCO1/ L202 
from Toll North Terminal for the purpose. On 
30 July, 2835 was working Jetty Nickel at 
Townsville, along with 2262 and 2269 on 
the two other consists. 4008 and 4048 were 
working the two short-haul acid consists 
at Mount Isa. 2816 worked 8G16 from 
Townsville with vehicle 4002 being returned 
to Callemondah. It was being replaced by 
4035, which had arrived in town a couple of 
days earlier from Callemondah. 


8273 Gladstone to Townsville freight led by 2846 and vehicles 4003, 4040 and 4039 rounds the curve at Stuart in the southern suburbs of Townsville on Friday 
25 July 2014. The three vehicles locos were returning to Townsville for duties on the Mt Isa line. 4003 had been at Jilalan for wheel lathe work while 4039 and 
4040 had been working coal traffic out of Pring Depot near Bowen. 
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Aurizon ran a special load test from 
Townsville to Cairns on the night of 31 July, 
combining the loading of 6C49 and 6C55. 
2825 worked the train with 2213D as a 
vehicle. The same pair returned with a load 
test in the opposite direction on 2 August. 
Proserpine sugar traffic has been allocated 
2198F, 2199F and 2496H this year, but 
on occasion other locos have been used. 


ii 


from East End on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 
Image by Nathan Burnett 
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On 10 August, services were worked by 
2496H/2391, and on the following day by 
2496H/2498H. 

4111, 4112, 4129 on KK71 Caval 
Ridge empties crossed KA69 Lake Vermont 
loaded coal (4103, 4110, 4104) at 
Riverside passing loop at 11.23am on 14 
August. 4004/4045 worked 9267 fertiliser 
from Phosphate Hill on 20 August. 


ef 


About to enter the North Coast line at Aldoga north of Gladstone, 4012 works 9MM1 limestone 
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These trains are still largely working as 
9800/4000, and 2816 took over the lead 

at Cloncurry, with 4045 detached and 

4004 relegated to second unit. 2260, 2261 
and 2262 were noted in Jetty Nickel traffic 

at Townsville on 22 August, the first time 
recently that a 2800 wasn’t seen on one of 
the three trains. 2275 had a run on the Mount 
Isa line on 23 August, when 4006/2275 
hauled 6M54 from Townsville Jetty. 2275 was 
detached at Hughenden, to assist 9255. It 
had departed Mount Isa earlier worked by 
2211D/4008, 4008 with one bogie cutout. 
From Hughenden, 2211D/2275 worked the 
train, with 4008 vehicle. 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

OFB1 ballast (2491H 2391, 18 VBOLR/ 
SR, 2351/2501D) arrived at Sandgate late 
on 28 June as part of a weekend closure. 
92212D/2472D worked the final Traveltrain 
Sunlander with Aurizon locos from Brisbane 
on 29 June. 2822 worked Y279 from Acacia 
Ridge on 30 June with 36 wagons including 
12 empty KOJX cattle wagons on the end! 
It happened again the next day with 2830 
working Y279 from Acacia Ridge, the 36 
wagon train having ten empty KOJX on 

the rear. The cattle wagons were from an 
earlier train that unloaded at Holmview, 

near Beenleigh. 

On 1 July, Queensland Rail commenced 
supplying locos for their Sunlander service 
with 2163/2410 working PC37 from Roma 
Street. 2493H/1746D worked PW57 Spirit 
of the Outback, Aurizon still continuing 
supply of locos for this service at the 
moment. 2212D/2472D worked 3984 from 
Cairns on that day, the last Aurizon-powered 
Sunlander. On 3 July, 2152/2413 worked 
Queensland Rail’s second PC37 Sunlander 
from Brisbane. PC37 was triple-headed from 
Brisbane on 8 July, with 2152/2163/2410 
leading, 2152 being detached at 
Maryborough West. It then towed a failed 
Cairns Tilt Power Car back to Brisbane on 
12 July. 

PN Coal loco 8306 made a rare trip to 
Brisbane in early July, following the failure 
of PNOO3 on 87P2 at Benaraby, near 
Gladstone on 3 July. 8306 ran as LJP2 to 
rescue the train, then working it through to 
Moolabin with PNOO3 as a vehicle. 8306 
was returned north from Brisbane on 6 July 
as a vehicle behind PNO11 on 8UP9. A 
suburban dewirement at Carseldine on 9 
July resulted in PN’s 8314 being called in 
to tow two Citytrain SMU units. 8314 ran 
light engine from its stowed train (87P2) 
at Beerburrum, towing the units for a 
short distance before returning north to 
collect 87P2. 2498H/2492H ran as LF3O 
from Mayne to then attach the SMU units, 
continuing north with them to Petrie before 


STATE NEWS: 


Bulk sugar is moved from a number of sugar mills in the Burdekin region to the export terminal at Townsville. Here 2200F works 6J63 freight to 
Townsville seen here at Oonoonba on Wednesday 23 July 2014. 


: Image by Luke Horniblow 


- After being rebuilt including a new engine, Plane Creek no.D7 works loaded cane bins to the mill at Sarina seen here near Dawlish on Saturday 9 August 2014. 
: Image by Steven Jesser 
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returning to Mayne as 7F30 in the early 
hours of 10 July. 

QR’s new fleet are running light engine 
to Fisherman Islands for fuelling between 
Sunlander services, and are having repairs 
(including 3 week inspections) undertaken 
at Redbank Workshops. They are stabled at 
Mayne depot. 

The initial five (2410, 2413, 2414, 2152 
and 2163) were moved from Redbank on 
25 June, followed by 2158 on 2 July. 2471 
joined the pool on 29 July. QR locos are 
now working the Mayne car shed shunt, 
which incorporates Motorrail movements to 
Roma Street. Sunlander services are being 
worked by any combination (ie. 2 x 2150, 
2150+2400, 2 x 2400). 

2362/2338/2333D and vehicle 2353 
led 9861 Jondaryan coal into Fisherman 
Islands on 1 August after 2353 had failed 
at Wulkuraka. The two pilot locos had 
been added at Moolabin. 2820 was used 
on an empty North Coast grain service on 
7 August, after it was taken off Y375 to 
rescue failed 2353 and its train at Cooroy. 
2820 hauled the train as YE21 from there 
to Rockhampton. A second Sunlander with 
three locos on the front arrived in Brisbane 
on 13 August. 

2152/2471 led vehicle 2163 on 
P984, the latter having been attached at 
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Image by Scott Jesser 
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Formerly the Queensland Railways Finch Hatton branch, it was relayed to 610mm in the 1990’s 
River at Mirani enroute to the Marian Mill on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 


Bundaberg. 2163 had departed Brisbane 
late on 11 August towing EMU set 35 to 
Maryborough for repairs at Downer EDI, and 
then ran light engine to Bundaberg to stow. 

6752 infrastructure wagons arrived in 
Brisbane from Rockhampton on 13 August 
with 2389/2489H and vehicles 2353 and 
1723D for Willowburn repairs. 1723D is one 
of only three remaining ‘original’ 1720 class 
in Aurizon service, the others being faded 
blue 1744D and 1746D. 1744D is confined 
to Willowburn yard shunting use. 2392 
failed a wheel bearing while working 65C2 
livestock service south into Brisbane with 
1730 on 14 August. 

The train was disabled at Traveston, 
south of Gympie, with 2843 detached off 
Y245 (2847/2843) to rescue it. 2847 only 
made it two more sections north to Glanmire 
before it too failed. 2817 was sent light 
engine from Brisbane as Y401 to work 
Y245, while 2843 worked Y5C2 livestock 
into Brisbane, with 1730 vehicle. 2392 was 
left at Traveston. As 2800 class locos can’t 
run past Redbank, 2389/1737 were sent to 
Normanby to change locos for the last leg, 
as 65C2, to Dinmore. 

30 diesel locos were towed from 
Redbank to Fisherman Islands on 31 
August by 2351/ 2389, part of a group of 
34 (14/2170 and 20/2250) being shipped 
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to Africa for a new owner. Movement 1 
(L803) comprised 2351/2389 towing 2255, 
9174D, 2173D, 2183D, 2210D, 2209D, 
9957, 2252 and 2181D, Movement 2 (L805) 
9389/2351 towing 2266, 2268, 2265, 
9958, 2974, 2954, 29268, 2188D,21770 
and 2263 and Movement 3 (L807) 2351/ 
2389 towing 2264, 2271, 2180D, 2270, 
9256, 2272, 2207D, 2202D, 2206D and 
9205D. Four additional units, 2184D, 2251, 
2267 and 2273 were to follow early in the 
following week. 


SOUTH-WESTERN REPORT 


Preparations are now underway for the 
recommencement of railings from Macalister 
mine, due to its reactivation by new owner 
Bentley Resources. This will return the West 
Moreton operation to 15 active consists. 
6H24 empty cotton containers arrived at 
Goondiwindi early on 28 July hauled by 
2355/ 2387. Two of this class are regular 
power for this service, which had previously 
been a 2470 roster. 2335/2355 worked 
6P60 with 38 hoppers from Toowoomba to 
Brookstead to load grain on 8 July. 2358/ 
2331 worked 6889 grain from The Gums on 
29 August, the first train on the Meandarra 
branch for some time. Red boards had been 
installed at the 5km point on this branch 
near Dalby until 1 July. 


. Here Seaforth works loaded cane bins over the Pioneer 
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South Australia 


SOUTHERN REPORT 

In the early hours of the 13 July, 7MA9 

extra SCT service arrived at Penfield hauled 
by CSRO04/CSROO6. Also that same 

day, GWA operated two south line grain 
services. 1351/3152 Pinnaroo was worked 
by 2216/GM46/FQ02 while 1283/2184 
Wolseley was worked by FQ03/705/221 2/ 
CLF6/GWU004. Another Wolseley grain 
service operated on 17 July this time hauled 
by GWU001/ALF24/705/GM42/FQ02. 
Pacific National steel service, 4WP2 arrived 
at Islington on 18 July hauled by NR93/ 
NR7/8112. On 21 July, 1283/2184 Wolseley 
grain was worked by FQ02/GM40/GM38/ 
GM42/GWUOOE6. Later that evening, 3142 
Loxton grain was enroute to Adelaide hauled 
by 2216/2207/CLP8 when it stalled near Mt. 
Lofty. 7PM1 hauled by 6021/6006/6024 was 
held at Belair and the lead two locomotives 
sent to assist 3142 into Mt. Lofty before 
returning to their train. 1851/3152 Pinnaroo 
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grain on 22 July was worked by GM38/ 
GM40/FQ03. The next morning due to no 
banker being in place, G534 worked light 
engine from Pt. Adelaide to Tailem Bend. On 
arrival it was placed on the lead of 3MP1 
hauled by 6006/6021 for the remainder of 
the journey to Adelaide. 

On 24 July, PN service 5AM5 departed 
Islington hauled by NR14/NR76/AN3/81 14. 
Early the next morning, 1351 empty Pinnaroo 
grain departed Dry Creek hauled by 701/ 
FQ02/2216/2207 with the lead two units 
detached at Tailem Bend enroute. A little 
while later, 4WP2 arrived at Islington hauled 
by NR120/NR84/XRB562/XRB561/DL43. 
Later on that day, 701 was named Tailem 


Bend in a small ceremony at the station there. 


1351 Pinnaroo grain departed Dry Creek on 
27 July hauled by GM38/GM40/FQ02. Later 
that morning, GM483 worked light engine from 
Dry Creek to Tailem Bend as an extra banker 
for the return of the Pinnaroo grain. That 
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Rumbling across the Murray River at Murray Bridge, 2216/2207/CLP8 work 3142 from Tookayerta near Loxton on Monday 21 July 2014. 
Image by Justin Cheary 


night, SCT service 6PM9 departed Penfield 
hauled by SCTO008/SCT010/SCT01 1/ 
SCT014/SCTO006. GWA grain service, 1283 
to Wolseley departed Dry Creek on 29 July 
hauled by GWU007/CLP8/ALF18/GWUO003. 
It was followed a short time later by 1341 
Loxton grain hauled by GM38/GM40/FQ0O3. 
Later on that morning, Aurizon service 2MP1 
arrived at Pt. Adelaide hauled by 6006/6021/ 
G534/2210. 2210 was returning to Adelaide 
after AK car duties. 

SCT service, 5MP9 arrived at Penfield 
on 1 August hauled by SCT012/SCT008/ 
SCT007/CSRO10/CSROO7. That night, 
2184 Wolseley grain hauled by 2207/2216/ 
CLP8 stalled near Mt. Lofty. The train 
was split and the front half taken into 
Mt. Lofty. The engines then returned for 
the second half and hauled it through to 
Mt. Lofty before putting their train back 
together and continuing. 2AM5 departed 
Islington on 4 August hauled by NR8/ 


NR64/DL41/8114. The rear two units were 
detached at Tailem Bend. The next day, 
1283/2184 Wolseley grain was worked by 
FQ04/GM42/221 2/ALF19/GWUO007. On 

7 August, the impressive combination of 
FQ02/ALF20/ALF1 9/221 2/GM38/FQ04 
worked 1281/2182 Tailem Bend grain. Two 
days later on 9 August, 7MP7 arrived at 
Islington hauled by NR14/DL41/NR1/NR75. 
GWA 'big power' in the form of GWU009/ 
ALF18/FQ04/CLP8 worked 1281/2182 
Tailem Bend grain on 11 August. In the early 
hours on the 13 August, a late running 2MP9 
SCT service arrived at Penfield hauled by 
SCT001/SCT005/SCT009/SCT0O11. 

On 14 August, 5AM5 departed Islington 
hauled by NR58/NR42/8114/DL41. The 
trailing two units were detached at Tailem 
Bend. In the early hours of the next morning, 
1351 empty Pinnaroo grain departed Dry 
Creek hauled by GM40/GM47/FQ04/ALF20. 
A little later on, 4WP2 arrived at Islington 
hauled by NR83/NR13/81 22. Later on that 
morning, 3PM6 departed Islington hauled 
by NR80/NR45/NR88/DL50/DL41. 1351 
empty Pinnaroo grain departed Dry Creek 
on 18 August hauled by GM47/GM40/ 
GM37/703/ALF20. The next day, 1251 Keith 
grain departed Pt. Adelaide hauled by ALF20/ 


ALF 19/221 2/GM43/703/GM37. On 27 
August, 3MP7 arrived at Islington hauled by 
NR1 15/931 2/8121. 


NORTHERN REPORT 

On 14 July, the AK cars departed Keswick 
bound for Broken Hill and NSW as AK81. The 
following evening, 3XW4 departed Spencer 
Jct behind NR112/AN3. AN3 had just been 
overhauled and repainted into PN colours at Pt. 
Augusta. 9112 Oz Minerals service arrived in 
Spencer Jct on 16 July hauled by FQ04/CLP8. 
After attaching GM37 the train continued to 
Adelaide. That night, 4AD1 departed Islington 
with GWU004/FQ03 hauling GM43. The GM 
was detached at Spencer Jct enroute. Also late 
that night, CSRO10 departed Penfield as train 
4555 hauling 1381 empty PQGY and COPY 
container wagons for storage in Broken Hill and 
Kanandah. The wagons were previously used 
by the Rankin Dam ore services between the 
said location and Outer Harbour which ceased 
running in June due to a fall in ore prices. 
CSR010 returned light engine from Broken 

Hill as D456 on 18 July while also that same 
day, 4WP2 arrived in Spencer Jct hauled by 
NR93/NR7/8112. 8112 was heading to the Pt. 
Augusta Workshops for overhaul and was the 
last 81 painted in the National Rail livery. 
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During early July, 80/MHPY ore hoppers 
for Mineral Resources in WA arrived by boat 
at Pt. Adelaide and were then roaded to 
Dry Creek for placing on track and setting 
up. On 18 July, NR7 departed Dry Creek 
hauling the 80 hoppers bound for storage 
at Pt. Pirie as train 1445. After detaching 
the hoppers, NR7 returned back to Islington 
as D446 light engine. Late that night, 5NY3 
arrived in Spencer Jct hauled by NR92/ 
MRLOOS. The MRL then headed west on 21 
July behind NR80/NR44 on 6BWP2. GWA 
operated two northern grain services on 22 
July. 1513/5114 Gladstone was worked 
by GM37/705/GM42 while 1451/4152 
Bowmans was worked by CLP8/2216/2207. 
On 23 July, Patrick Portlink's Balco service 
arrived at Pelican Point behind CM3310/ 
CM3308. The engines then went to Islington 
Works where CM3309 replaced CM3308 
and the pair returned to Pelican Point to work 
the train back to Bowmans. That afternoon, 
3MP7 departed Islington hauled by NR101/ 
NR46/AN8 and was followed a short time 
later by 3MP5 hauled by NR8/DL41/NR26. 
GWA conducted a light engine trial run from 
the Dry Creek MPC to Two Wells and return 
on 24 July with ALF19/ALF20. The next 
morning, 4WP2 departed Islington hauled by 


QUBE Logistics have operated three services from NSW to load grain at South Australian locations for transport to Moree in New South Wales. Here 
GL105 minus its cowcatcher due to a roo strike combines with VL357 to work 2AV4 grain from Gladstone seen here between Jamestown and Yongala 
on Monday 4 August 2014. 
Image by Bob Grant 
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NR120/NR84/XRB562/XRB561. The two 
XRB's were heading for storage in Spencer 
Jct. QUBE started a small grain program 
into SA during July for Cargill. On 25 July, 
5CA3S arrived at Two Wells from NSW 
hauled by GL110/GL105. After running 
around their train they then headed to the 
Mallala Grainflow balloon loop where they 
loaded and then stabled. The next morning 
it departed Mallala for Two Wells where the 
engines were run around the train before 
heading back to NSW as 7AV4. 

A serious derailment occurred on 26 
July between Kulgera and Marryat just south 
of the NT border on the Darwin line. 6(DA2 
was being hauled by GWU006/ALF23 when 
the ALF and 17 vehicles derailed causing 
a considerable amount of track damage. 
Numerous services were affected. 6AD1 
hauled by GWU007/GWU008 was halted 
at Tarcoola and returned back to Islington. 
7DA2 was held at Alice Springs. 7DA8 was 
also held there and passengers bused to 
Marla to join the return of 1AD8 which had 
its passengers bused to Alice Springs. Also 
on 26 July, 1911 departed Dry Creek hauled 
by ALF20/ALF24/FQ04 while later in the 
afternoon 7AX7 departed Islington hauled by 


August 2014. 
Image by Justin Cheary 
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NR14/DL43. GWA also ran a 1513/5114 
Gladstone grain hauled by CLF5/CLP8. 

The Darwin line re-opened for traffic on 

30 July with the first train through being 
3AD1. That afternoon, GWU006/ALF23 
hauling the inline fuel wagon and crew car 
off 6DA2 departed Marla for Dry Creek. 

The first southbound freight service, 4LA2 
departed Alice Springs on 31 July hauled by 
CLP16/GWU004. 

The Balco service made another loco 
change on 30 July. CM3308 replaced 
CM8309 while CM3310 is still on these 
workings. Also on 30 July, 3MP5 departed 
Islington hauled by NR107/NR36/AN8. 
Another 80/MHPY hoppers for Mineral 
Resources were placed on the track at Dry 
Creek during late July after arriving at Pt. 
Adelaide by boat. On 1 August, NR110 
departed Dry Creek with the 80 hoppers as 
1445 bound for Pt. Pirie. After detaching 
28 hoppers there, the train continued to 
Spencer Jct where the hoppers were added 
to 4WP2 for the run to WA. That night, 
GML10 arrived in Spencer Jct hauling a fuel 
tank and a crew car as 8M22 from Broken 
Hill. Oz Minerals service, 9112 arrived at 
Spencer Jct on 3 August hauled by FQ02/ 
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CLP8. After attaching GWA004 the train 
continued to Adelaide. Another QUBE 
grain service arrived in SA from NSW on 
4 August. GL105/VL357 arrived at Crystal 
Brook Grainflow balloon loop hauling 44 
hoppers as 1FA3. After loading it headed 
back to NSW as 2AV4. 1911 departed Dry 
Creek on 5 August hauled by GWA004/ 
CLP8/FQ02 with the GWA being detached 
at Spencer Jct along the way. Also that day, 
1513/5114 Gladstone grain was worked by 
GM42/FQ04 while 1471/4174 Snowtown 
grain was worked by 701/2207. 

On 6 August, 705/GM43 departed 
Dry Creek as D445 light engine bound for 
Pt. Pirie. After swapping 705 for 703 as 
the locally based shunt locomotive, GM43 
hauled the latter back to Dry Creek as 
D446. Also that day, 1451/4152 Bowmans 
grain was worked by ALF20/GM38/2207/ 
GM40. Two days later on 8 August, 
1513/5114 Gladstone grain was worked by 
ALF19/FQ02 while 1451/4152 Bowmans 
grain was worked by GM40/2216/GM43/ 
ALF20. 1911 empty mineral train departed 
Dry Creek on 9 August hauled by ALF19/ 
FQO2 but issues with ALF19 saw the train 
halted at Bowmans. Light engines FQ03/ 


Just on sunset, 6023/6025 approach Ooldea on the eastern edge of the Nullabor Plain working 3PM1 service from Perth to Melbourne on Wednesday 13 


Passing through Bolivar enroute to Perth, 6004/6021 work 3MP1 service from Melbourne on 


- Wednesday 27 July 2014. 
° Image by Bob Grant 


ALF24 were sent from Dry Creek and FQ03 
replaced ALF19 on 1911 allowing ALF24 
to haul the latter back to Dry Creek. Later 
on that day, 6MP9 departed Penfield hauled 
by SCT014/SCTO0O3. Issues with the train 
saw it come to a stand in the Two Wells to 
Mallala section. The following train, 6MP1 
hauled by 6025/6023/6027 coupled to the 
rear of 6MP9 and pushed it through to Long 
Plains allowing many services to pass it. 
After a lengthy delay, 6MP9 continued on its 
journey. Late that afternoon, 7AD1 departed 
Islington with GWU008/CLP17 hauling 
GM42 behind the crew car. 

QUBE's empty grain train, 1FA3 arrived 
at Crystal Brook Grainflow on 11 August 
hauled by 442s1/GL105/RL302 and 
once loaded the train was stabled. The 
next morning, the engines worked light to 
Spencer Jct for fuelling before returning 
back to Crystal Brook. After re-marshalling 
the engines, the train departed as 2AF4 
hauled by GL105/442s1/RL302. Two 
days later on 13 August, 2DA2 arrived at 
Islington with GWU004/GWU005 hauling 
GM42. Later on that day, 1431/4132 Mallala 
grain was worked by ALF20/ALF 19/2207 
and included a crew car in the consist 
undergoing testing. That afternoon, 3MP5 
departed Islington hauled by NR39/AN8/ 
AN3. 4WP2 departed Islington on 15 August 
hauled by NR83/NR13/8122. The 81 was 
detached at Spencer Jct enroute. In the 
early hours of 18 August, 6PM6 arrived at 
Islington hauled by NR67/AN3/AN8 while 
later that morning, 1513 empty Gladstone 
grain departed Pt. Adelaide hauled by 2207/ 
GM38/ALF19. Also that day, NR1 worked 
4460 loaded ore transfer from Spencer Jct 


to Pt. Pirie. After detaching the ore wagons 
it attached a string of Mineral Resources, 
MHPY ore hoppers and hauled them back 
to Spencer Jct as train 4423. The hoppers 
were then added to 2NP3 for the trip west. 
On 19 August, 1911 empty Oz Minerals 
service departed Dry Creek hauled by FQ04/ 
FQO3. It was followed a short time later 

by 1445 wagon transfer from Dry Creek to 
Pt. Pirie hauled by 9313. This consisted 

of another 80/MHPY ore hoppers for WA. 
9313 returned back to Islington as D446 
light engine. That night, 2SP7 arrived into 
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Spencer Jct with NR62/NR113 hauling 
CF4405/CF4406 bound for for use with Rio 
Tinto in WA. They continued west on this 
same train. 

On 20 August, 2PM5 departed Spencer 
Jct hauled by NR13/NR83/8122/NRQ5. 
The next day, 3DA2 with GWU001/CLP14 
hauling GWUO007 was halted at Snowtown 
after smoke was noticed coming from a 
container. Emergency services attended and 
numerous services were delayed. 3DA2 was 
able to continue after a lengthy delay. That 
night, SAD1 departed Islington hauled by 
FQ04/FQ03. 1451/4152 Bowmans grain 
on 23 August was worked by ALF18/ALF24. 
The next day, 6DA2 arrived in Spencer Jct 
hauled by GWU005/ALF22. After attaching 
GWAO03, the train continued to Adelaide. 
After a couple of months working the Balco 
service, the two CM's were replaced by the 
train's usual power of GL108 on 27 August. 
On 28 August, GM37/2210 departed Dry 
Creek as D411 light engine to Spencer Jct. 
Later that evening, 4DA2 arrived at Islington 
hauled by FQ01/FQ03. The following 
morning, 2210/GM837 departed Spencer Jct 
bound for Stirling North. They then worked 
a series of ballast trains on the Leigh Creek 
line starting on 1 September. A large consist 
of Mineral Resources hoppers which had 
been in storage at Pt. Pirie yard made their 
way to WA on 29 August. NR40/NR39 
hauled the consist of MHPY hoppers as train 
6XP4 bound for Kalgoorlie. 
Thanks to Todd Hutchison, Damien 
Butler, David Arnold, Greg O'Brien, 
Dave Castle, Peter Donaghy, Jamie 
Fisher and Trevor Briggs. 


SCT005/SCT009 stand on the crossing loop at Ooldea awaiting the passage of 3PM1 service on 


- Wednesday 13 August 2014. 
- Image by Justin Cheary 
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2184 grain from Wolesley stands at Keith whilst a crew change occurs hauled by GWU004/CLF6/2212/705/FQ03 on Sunday 13 July 2014. 
Image by Dave Arnold 


The Pinnaroo and Loxton branches have been under threat of closure however they have recently been given a 12 month reprieve. Here GM40/GM38 work 
3152 grain from Pinnaroo seen here at Parrakie on Sunday 27 July 2014. 
Image by Damien Butler 


{ 72 } 


Australian Railways Illustrated October 2014 


eeeeesecee 
eeocee 


STATE NEWS 


A trio of boxcabs, ALF20/ALF 19/2207 work 1431 grain empties to Mallala, seen here between Two Wells and Mallala on Wednesday 13 August 2014. 
Image by Bob Grant 


Pichi Richi Railway's NT76 is the only NT class preserved, seen here near Devil's Peak working an empty ballast train to Stirling North to load on Sunday 


: 10 August 2014. 
; Image by Damien Butler 
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Western Australia 


August 2014. 
Image by Sean McGarraghy 


ALBANY REPORT 
A change to the normal CBH/DBZ loco 
domination happened on the 24 July 2014 
when DAZ1901 worked a rail set down the 
lower Great Southern Railway (GSR) to drop 
off rail at a couple of locations north of Mt 
Barker. DAZ1901 then travelled to Narrikup 
to run around the train, unfortunately, 
the loco failed before leaving Narrikup. 
DBZ2307 ran from Albany to rescue the 
DAZ, DAZ1901 finally departing Albany on 
30 July. 

CBH016/CBH017 departed Albany 
on the 2 August for Newdegate where 
they loaded, then headed back to Wagin. 
The next day CBH007/CBHO01 2 arrived 
at Wagin from Brookton. CBHOO7 was 
attached to CBHO17 and the loaded 
wagons and departed Wagin heading north. 
CBH012/CBH016 then took the wagons 
brought down from Brookton out towards 
Lake Grace to load and arrived in Albany on 
4 August. On that date, CBHO12, CBH013, 
CBHO014, CBH015, and CBH0O16 were 
working out of Albany with one loco working 
a 28 wagon consist. 
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Sweeping through the Upper Avon valley near Toodyay, MRL004/MRLO003 work 6032 iron ore service from Mt Walton to Kwinana on Friday 1 


On 12 August, DAZ1901 was back 
and worked a ballast train towards Lake 
Grace. A day later 4A73 grain was inbound 
from Cranbrook and failed in Mount Barker. 
CBHO013 arrived from Albany to assist 
CBH015 out of its predicament. Earlier 
in the day CBHO13/CBH014 were in 
Albany waiting for 4A73 to arrive before 
they departed for Dumbleyung. On the 17 
August, 1304 empty woodchip wagons 
hauled by DBZ2312/DBZ2307 ran from 
Albany to Forrestfield, whilst 1KO9 empty 
grain with CBHO08/CBHO03 was running 
from Avon to Wagin, both of these trains 
traversing the little used Wagin- Narrogin 
section, it has been many years since two 
trains have ran on this section on the one 
day. The two DBZ’s crossed DAZ1901 
(ballast set) at Wagin and crossed the CBH 
service at Narrogin. By the time the grain 
train, now loaded, had reached Albany it was 
running as CBHO08/CBH013. The arrival of 
CBHO08 marked the end of an all “heavy” 
CBH loco fleet in Albany and was thought to 
be the first time CBHOO08 has worked onto 
the lower GSR. 
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BUNBURY/SOUTH WEST 
REPORT 

On 10 July 2014, P2504 was at Alcoa 
Kwinana unloading 5222 alumina, later at 
Kwinana Yard, S3307 was added to the front 
and the pair ran to Calcine Pinjarra. DBZ2313 
was noted working 5271 lime to Hamilton 
(Worsley Alumina) at Mundijong and at 
Serpentine, S3305 came north on 2238 empty 
caustic. $3308 and S3311 were also sighted 
on their respective bauxite trains. 


GERALDTON REPORT 

The reduction in the operational fleet of 
DFZ locos continued on 20 July 2014 
when DFZ2405/ACN4148/ DFZ2402 left 
Narngulu light engine to Perth. DFZ2405 
had been working on iron ore trains the day 
before, ACN4148 needed engine repairs 
whilst DFZ2402 was understood to be going 
to Perth for storage (DFZ2402 carries the 
latest Aurizon paint scheme). Six days later 
on 26 July, ACN4143/DFZ2405 arrived at 
Narngulu ex Forrestfield. ACN4143 was an 
ACN based at Picton and had come up to 
replace ACN4148, DFZ2405 returned to 


operate a little while longer. This was the first 
time a Picton based ACN had come north to 
join the 14 strong ACN fleet at Narngulu. 

On 11 August, DFZ2405/DFZ2407/ 
DFZ2406 were on 2722 empty iron ore to 
Perenjori ex Narngulu. This was the first use of 
triple DFZ locos seen in nearly a year and the 
DFZ’s also being the last three operating. 

A few trains were noted on 16 August 
including : P2514/P2510/P2507 on 7768 
empty Karara ore ex Port heading to Narngulu 
East, later P2514/P2505/P2507departed 
Narngulu East on 7768. DFZ2406/DFZ2407/ 
DFZ2405 were still together and working 
7721 loaded iron ore ex Perenjori to Geraldton 
Port. CBH004/CBHO02 were on empty 
grain ex Geraldton Port towards Mingenew. 
ACN4149/ACN4143 and DPU ACN4170 
were on 7761 loaded Karara iron ore to 
Geraldton Port. The Geraldton — Ruvidini 
(Mullewa iron ore trains ran occasionally 
through this period but will be ceasing in 
the near future), two trains were in operation 
on 24 August, P2503/P2502 on an empty 
Ruvidini ore that crossed P2507/P2505 ona 
loaded Ruvidini at Grants. 


NORTHAM/WHEATBELT REPORT 
On 4 July 2014 several workings were 
observed, P2517/P2511 on 6K04 loaded 
Watco/CBH grain out of Brookton, CBHO06/ 
CBH007 on 6K17 empty grain north of 
Toodyay West heading to Bolgart. As only 
single locos are permitted in the Bolgart - 
Miling section, CBHOO7 continued solo north 
of Bolgart. It crossed CBHO05 on 6K12 at 
Calingiri, then headed north to Piawaning. 
6K12 then ran south to Bolgart, where it 
crossed CBHOO6 on 6K19 waiting to head 
north. Seen a little later in the day at Toodyay 
West were CBHO003/CBHOO9 on 6K23 empty 
grain heading to McLevie. 

Moving onto the standard gauge on Friday 
18 July, L8115 was seen on 6B18 ballast, 
distributing it in the Meckering - Cunderdin 
section. Q4012 was in the loop at Cunderdin 
on 5430 Xstrata Nickel’s sulphur train. The 
colourful combination of MRLOO03/MRLO04 
was seen on 6032 iron ore near Kellerberrin. 
MRL stands for Mineral Resources Ltd and 
their trains are crewed by Pacific National and 
are gradually phasing out the Aurizon locos 
and CFCLA wagons. CBH121/CBH118 
were noted at Cunderdin on 6S56 Watco 
grain. The same day CBHO11/CBHOO1 
passed through Goomalling on 6K23 grain 
heading for McLevie and CBHO12/ CBH007 
loaded at Cadoux with 6K42, then ran south 
towards Amery. 


KALGOORLIE REPORT 

Our Kalgoorlie correspondent was out on 
Saturday 26 July 2014 and the sightings were 
a bit of a blast from the past. First up was 


NR26/DL41/NR8 on 6PM7, then it was AN8, 
unfortunately also dead, behind NR46/NR101 
on 6PM6. Third through, and this time working 
was recent PN stars repaint, former Ghan AN3 
trailing behind NR57/NR106 on 5MP7. On 2 
August, 7415 loaded ore ex Koolyanobbing 
headed down the Esperance line behind 
ACB4403/Q4016 with DPU AC4305/Q4002. 
6PM6, running about two hours late through 
Binduli with NR107/AN8 hauling dead NR36. 
The next day saw LZ3106/Q4017 on an early 


Image by David Melling 
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1C73 light engine move to Parkeston. The locos 
turned on the Parkeston triangle, with the LZ 
again leading the shunt working back to West 
Kalgoorlie. This pair then worked 2479 nickel 
train to Leonora. 

At Parkeston on Monday 4 August, 
NR99Q was stabled on the engineer's 
siding with 52 new MHPY hoppers on 
their delivery run to Mineral Resources, 
later this train departed for Perth as train 
2036. 8 August, saw ACC6032/Q4007/ 


ore empties eastward to Perenjori seen here near Bringo on Sunday 27 July 2014. 
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July 2014. 
Image by Peter Donaghy 


LQ3121 on the front of 6443 for Esperance 
consisting of the loaded AOPYs, a flat 
wagon with tanktainers of loco sand, a 

flat with new/reconditioned wagon wheel 
sets and empty fuel tanks. The AOPY’s 
noted in earlier sightings as the “Junior ore 
had become a regular Monday and Friday 
runner again. The Aurizon 6000 class are 


Mid morning sees 6PM6 service departing Kalgoorlie hauled by NR46/NR101/AN8 on Saturday 26 


still regular visitors over to the west on the 
Aurizon intermodals, though two together Is 
rarer, but on Saturday 9 August, 6008/6003 
bought 5MP1 into West Kalgoorlie yard. 

A day later 6MP1 came through with 
6025/6023 hauling dead-attached 6027 

to Perth for workshops attention. On 14 
August, 3MP5 arrived into Parkeston with 


NR39/AN3/AN8. Two days later 6PM6 
arrived at Parkeston with NR67/AN3/AN8 
returning back east, at Golden Ridge 6PM9 
ran past with CSRO08/SCTO06. 


PERTH REPORT 

A couple of snap shots of Perth workings are 
given: on Friday 11 July, NR68/NR31/NR11 
were on 6P32 2x2 pack empty rail wagons ex 
flashbutt Midland to Kewdale. At Midland the 
following movements were seen MRLOO2/ 
MRLOO1 on 6032 MRL ore, P2511/P2517 on 
6K42 Watco/CBH grain, ACA6012/ACC6030 
on 6035 empty ore, CBHO12/CBHO007 on 
6K43 empty Watco/CBH, CBH120/CBH119 
on 6S56 loaded grain, rounding out the days 
sightings were DAZ1901 with EMU set #100 
at the Midland Workshops and CBH121/ 
CBH122 on 6S58 Watco/CBH grain at 
Midland. The 5 August saw MRLO03/MRLO04 
and NRQ9Q, added at Jaurdi on 3032 ore 
through, Bellevue. Two days later at Midland 
the interim “shared” workings of the Mount 
Walton to Kwinana iron ore trains could be 
seen with ACC6030/ACA6011 on 7035 empty 
ore, ACA6012/ACA6010 on 7030 loaded ore. 
MRLOO04/MRLOOS3 were on 7033 empty ore 
stabled in the PN yard Kewdale. NR28 in its 
new Indian Pacific livery made its first visit to 
the west on 23 August. 


With thanks to Simon Barber, Jim Bisdee, 
Peter Donaghy and Stew Winston. 


Passing through Albany station, DBZ2312 works a rake of empty woodchip wagons back to the mill on Thursday 10 July 2014. 


Image by Charlie De Bruin 
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STATE NEWS 


On Friday 18 July 2014, CBHO12/CBHO007 work 6K42 grain to Kwinana seen here near Cadoux. 
Image by Simon Barber 


In its last months of service prior to the traffic reverting to road, L3115/L3118 work 5474 salt service from Koolyanobbing to Kwinana near 
Donkey Crossing in the Avon Valley on Thursday 3 July 2014. 


Image by Sean McGarraghy 


October 2014 
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STATE NEWS 


Seen here at Falcon Siding, 7055 working a fuel train to West Angelas awaits line clear on Tuesday 22 July 2014. 
Image by Jim Smith 


_ 


nae 


On the approach to the Hope Downs mine, 8127/8162/9404 haul a rake of empty iron wagons on Wednesday 23 July 2014. 
Image by Jim Smith 


October 2014 
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STATE NEWS 


Northern Territory 


Another load of iron ore from the Union Reef loading point is hauled by ALF23/GM47/ALF21 as they work 7UD3 service to Darwin seen here near 
Manton on Saturday 28 June 2014. 


Seed oAte LTTE 


Seen here near Livingstone, ALF21/GM47/GWU006 work 1UD3 service from the Union Reef loading point to Darwin on Sunday 6 July 2014. 
Both images by Bryan Vanderstelt 
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MODELS 


sdsmodels.com.au 


PRX / NPRY / NPRF CEMENT WAGONS 


RQBY / VQCX / QQGY 
63’ CONTAINER WAGONS 


Avaliable in: 
National Rail 
Pacific National 
Freight Austraila 
QR National 
Freight Rail road-grime 
Sunrice service 


SDS Models - ABN 19 886 394 942 - 


EasyDCC now available 

in Australia . 

The Easiest to use DCC system mee 4 
fully expandable & upgradable /_Sscu'e 

Full support for all13 NMRA functions \7 6\ 
Guaranteed to work with all brands of decoders 
Now with ZoneMaster FAST TRACKS Easy to build 


7 Amp Boosters Turnouts - Create Your Own 
NEW T5000 Wireless Accurate Turnouts 


Throttle Also Available: 


Tsunami Sound by SOUNDTRAXX 
TCS Decoders 


Irdot Infrared Detectors 
Hold & Fold Etch Bending Tools 
Centreline Track Cleaning Cars 
Evergreen Styrene 


& Scratch building 
materials 


EASYROG 


yeas <6 : — ne 
ee : oe 
rere aad 


Uneek Detail Items, 
Micro-Engineering: Rail, 
Track, Joiners, Spikes 
Kappler Scale Lumber, 
Kadee Couplers 
Ph: 02 67325711 POBox 740 «Glen Innes « NSW « 2370 
Fax: 02 6732 1731 www.gwydirvalleymodels.com 


PO Box 804 Winston Hills NSW 2153 Australia 


Available in: 
PRX / NPRX 
NPRY / NPRF 
FREIGHT RAIL 
FREIGHTCORP 
GRIME 


- Email: sdsinfo@bigpond.com 


Frate-N 


Australian Model Trains 
Ready to Run in N Scale 


We Supply: Locomotives, Rolling Stock & 
Structures 
Our range of Locomotives Include: 


e NR Class 
e AN Class 
e 80 Class 


CLP Class Locomotive 


PO Box 221, Yagoona 2199 
Fax (02) 9791 6084 
Peter 0408 976 726 
Greg 0404 495 349 
Web Site: www.frate-n.com.au 
Email: gregoryjyoung@optusnet.com.au 
littlebigwheels@hotmail.com 
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1 orld Much more than just a loco shop 


Model Power and Gropher models. We consign or trade and our range is always changing. 
We stock one of the largest range of books and DVDs in Australia and we are a Train Pictures retailer. 


Peco, buildings, scenery, custom built road trains and aviation products. 


WE ARE THE EXCLUSIVE AUSTRALIAN DISTRIBUTOR FOR AIRUTOPIA DVDs Open 6 days 
| ld Shop 1/16 Mon- Sat 9.30 - 5.00 pm 
Ye coworid.com.au Ingleburn Road __ tel 0412 511 794 Thu till 7.00 pm 
And find us on facebook Ingleburn 2565 Closed Sundays 


Opening Hours: 


1001 Victoria Rd West Ryde ; 
Monday - Friday: 9am - Spm 


NSW 2114 Saturday: 8.30am - 3.30pm 
Entrance via Graf Avenue Sunday CLOSED 


WE ARE OPEN ON MONDAYS!!!! 


ia 


PLEASE 


RAIL BOOKS 
& DVD’s. 
VIBEX BOOKS 


www.vibexbooks.com.au. 


Columbia Models NSWGR S Wagons NOW IN STOCKH! 


Ss 4 


2. 


‘ :-:* 
é ; * 
a d ‘ 
* -* é ‘ + A ¥ : 
é eS 7 Besse ses 


K Wagons. In 8 Different Packs to choose from! Price: $65.00 / pack of 


ONLINE AND MAILORDER. 


GOOD RANGE OF RAIL BOOKS AND DVD’s .WE ALSO 
STOCK A GREAT RANGE OF MARITIME AND AVIATION 
TITLES . VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BROWSE OUR STOCK. 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST. CHECK OUR PRICES. 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US FOR A FULL 
COLOUR CATALOGUE. VIBEX BOOKS. PO BOX 1303, 
GEELONG, VICTORIA 3220. Ph/Fax 03 52786895. 

MOB. 0413 707 753, EMAIL vibex@optusnet.com.au 


ALL BOOKS AND DVD’s ARE POST FREE THROUGHOUT AUSTRALIA. 


S Wagons. In 8 Different Packs to choose from! Price: $65.00 / pack of 2. 
Model Features: * New underframe detailing * Retooled handbrake spider and lever * Addition of coupler levers, 
air hoses, steps & grab irons * NMRA RP25/88 blackened metal wheels * 8 spoke wheelsets * Metal knuckle 
couplers * Stencilled lettering, numbering, and grade control circle (on certain models) * All new numbers. 


ALSO IN STOCK! 


oo =e ———— —_ ——— === . £ 


+ 
aa 


ee 


TrainOrama NSWGR MRC Vans. $99.00 / pack of TrainOrama GM Class. $285.00 each. In ANR Maroon & 


2. In 3 different packs. Silver and AN Green & Gold colour schemes. 


Phone: 02 9809 0530 / 02 9809 6948, Email: info@bobshobbies.com.au, Fax: 02 9809 0650 
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The First SCT + nndeniitiens is be released i in y Mid 2015 will be: 
SCT-001, SCT-002, SCT-005, SCT-007, SCT-009, SCT-010, SCT-012 & SCT-015 


New from Powerline Models 


BCH NSWGR Coal Hopper. 
PC-100A BCH-28625. PC-100B BCH-28702 
PC-100C BCH-28909. PC-100D BCH-28999 
PC-100E BCH-29209. PC-100F BCH-29417 
PC-100G BCH-32393. PC-100H BCH-32749 


BWH NSWGR Grain Hopper. 


PC-101A BWH-28735. PC-101B BWH-28962 
PC-101C BWH-29298. PC-101D BWH-29423 
PC-101E BWH-32008. PC-101F BWH-32274 
PC-101G BWH-32545. PC-101H BWH-32638 


Victorian Bulk Bogie Wheat Hoppers. 


PD-100A-222 
PD-101A-303 
PD-102A-316 

: ©] PD-103A-332 

Lhy PD-106A-302 
gm PD-107A-323 
sim PD-108A-259 


GJF-222 
VHGY-303 
VHGY-316 
VHGF-332X 
VHGF-302H 
VHGF-323J 
VJGF-259L 


VR (yellow) 
VR (yellow) 
V/Line Grain 
V/Line Grain 
V/Line Freight 
V/Line Frt & ABB 
V/Line Frt & CUB 


internetsales. tw@trainworld. com.au 
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